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In this paper, a recognition system of novel books written in Japanese language for
blind persons using a personal computer is proposed. This system consists of two
units, a docu-ment image processing unit and a character recognition unit. In the
former unit, normalization of the document image and extraction of the character
patterns are carried out. In the latter unit, pre-—classification and recognition of
character patterns are carried out. As the result of the experiment with 56,054
characters of 93 pages in the novel books, average recognition rate of 98.15% was

obtained. Average processing time was 3.1 sec/character.



