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A database system is required to have more flexible retrieval function. In this

paper, we propose an associative retrieval model for the flexibility on a relational

database system. The model is of a retrieval type that retrieves from one key tuple to

other tuples in a database. We show two types of retrieval models : one is the direct

association and another the successive association. By using the “entropy” concept, the

characteristics of the data is quantified. Then the degree of association is also

quantified. The model is discussed from the view point of the mathematical properties

of the degree of association.



