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We remember the connection in the earlier works between the man who is sup-
posedly above reproach and the ‘bad’ man whom he cannot disown : ... The dénoue-
ment in these books comes from the realization of similarities between men
apparently dissimilar and of the complexity of human character, of the ‘unforeseen
partnership’. But here de Barral leads to no further knowledge of Anthony, who

could never understand his father-in-law because he is himself presented as immune
from all evil but his one excess of chivalry, ... 3
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Perhaps all three motives—quest for popularity, need for a change, desire to write
of love because most writers do—contributed to Conrad’s beginning, and finishing,
Chance.”
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I will say no more, except to add that my contributions were for a person not for
an editor. The E. R., I hear, is no longer your property and there is, I believe,
another circumstance which for a purely personal reason (exceptionally personal, I
mean) makes me unwilling to contribute anything more to the E. R.'2
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I have seen oftener but I am not likely to see anything of him in the future.!
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All this must have been most distressing to Conrad, imposing upon him the burden
of conflicting loyalties as well as the unhappy prospect of losing his friend, for,
despite his aggressive attack upon Hueffer in July, he was far from reconciling him-
self to his loss.!*
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The novel is finished, but the penalty (sic]) has to be paid. Months of nervous
strain have ended in a complete nervous breakdown. Poor Conrad is very ill and
Dr Hackney says it will be a long time before he is fit for anything requiring mental
exertion. ...... I have been up with him night and day since Sunday week and he,
who is usually so depressed by illness, maintains he is not ill, and accuses the Dr
and I of trying to put him into an asylum.!s
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Seriously—you may imagine what it was to have four months taken out of one’s
life. T am all of a shake yet; I feel like a man returned from hell and look upon
the very world of the living with dread.!”
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Since I sent you that part Ist (on the eleventh month) I have written one page.
Just one page. I went about thinking and forgetting—sitting down before the blank
page to find that I could not put one sentence together. To be able to think and
unable to express is a fine torture. ... The progressive episodes of the story will
not emerge from the chaos of my sensations. I feel nothing clearly. And I am
frightened when I remember that I have to drag it all out of myself. ... I have had

some impressions, some sensations—in my time; —impressions and sensations of

common things. And it’s all faded—my very being seems faded and thin like the
ghost of a blonde and sentimental woman, haunting romantic ruins pervaded by rats.
I am exceedingly miserable.'s

If I do not talk to you much about my work it only means that I am working,
—with difficulty, as ever. The more I go, the less confidence in myself I feel.
There are days when I suspect myself of incapable to invent anything that could
be put into a sentence. Gone are, alas! those fine days of Alm: Folly when I wrote
with the serene audacity of an unsophisticated fool. I am getting more sophisticated
from day to day. And more uncertain! I am more conscious of my unworthiness
and also of my desire of perfection which,—from the conditions of the case,—is so
unattainable. I would blaze like a bonfire and shall consume myself to give the
feeble glimmer of a penny dip,—if even so much.'®

Horrors! I think I am too late in writing. The days slipped by so fast, so fast !2°
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I have never worked so hard before—with so much anxiety. But the result is
good. You know I take no credit to myself for what I do—and so I may judge my
own performance. There is no mistake about this. You may take up a strong posi-
tion when you offer it here. It is a very genuine Conrad. At the same time it is
more of a Novel pure and simple than anything I've done since Almayer’s Folly.?!
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I have been ill again. Just got down, shaky, weak, dispirited.

No work done. No spring left to grapple with it. Everything looks black, but
I suppose that will wear off, and anyhow, I am trying to keep despair under.
Nevertheless 1 feel myself losing my footing in deep waters. They are lapping
about my hips.22
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I manage to write something nearly every day, but it is like a caged squirrel run-

ning in his wheel—tired out in the evening and no progress made.23
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I don’t know whether I really felt that I wanted a change, change in my imagi-
nation, in my vision and in my mental attitude. I rather think that a change in the

fundamental mood had already stolen over me unawares.?*
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The Secret Agent may be pronounced by now an honourable failure. It brought me
neither love nor promise of literary success. I own that I am cast down. I suppose
I am a fool to have expected anything else. 1 suppose there is something in me
that is unsympathetic to the general public, —because the novels of Hardy, for
instance, are generally tragic enough and gloomily written too,— and yet they have
sold in their time and are selling to the present day.?

Later on you will realize the inconceivable stupidity of the common reader—the
man who forks out the half crown.?¢
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... the fact is that I have just received the accounts of all my publishers, from which
I perceive that all my immortal works (13 in all) have brought me last year some-
thing under five pounds in royalties.?”
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Moreover I haven’t slept for 3 nights and have eaten nothing to speak of for the
last two days and have written not a page for a week. And it is late too. So I
will go to bed and be there staring at nothing—a greatly refreshing occupation.?®
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I have been in bed all last week and am just beginning to pull myself together.
... Jessie, who has been quite extraordinarily worried by this bout of gout. Well it
was pretty bad: the horrible depression worst of all. It is rather awful to lie help-
less and think of the passing days, of the lost time. But the most cruel time is
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afterwards, when I crawl out of bed to sit before the table, take up the pen,—and
have to fling it away in sheer despair of ever writing a line. And I've had thir-
teen years of it, if not more. Anyway, all my writing life.2®
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I have been working every morning. You can imagine what sort of stuff that is.
No colour, no relief, no tonality ; the thinnest possible squeaky bubble. And when
I've finished with it, I shall go out and sell it in a market place for 20 times the
money I had for the Nigger, 30 times the money 1 had for the Mirror of the Sea.®
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“The pressman disapproved of that manifestation. It was not his business to
understand it. Is it ever the business of any pressman to understand anything? I
guess not. It would lead him too far away from the actualities which are the daily

bread of the public mind. ... His business was to write a readable account. ... 3!
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On criticizing Conrad’s works, many critics call the change of the quality of his
later works in question. But in this treatise, I do not want to analyze the change
of the quality, but to call the change of his mental attitude engaging in creative
writing in question, because I suppose there might be some causes of the change
of the quality in the first half of his literary life. Therefore I will trace his early

period as a writer for the cause of the change of his creative mind.



