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In a legal view the apparent victim of the tragedy was he who had sought to
victimize a man blameless ; and the indisputable deed of the latte:, navally regarded,
constituted the most heinous of miliary crimes. Yet more. The essential right and

wrong involved in the matter, the cleaerer that might be, so much the worse for
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the responsibility of a loyal sea-commnder inasmuch as he was not authorized to de-
termine the matter on that primitive basis.'?
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... Not without a sort of joy indeed he(=Billy) might have appreciated the brave
opinion of him implied in his Captain making such a confidant of him. Nor as to
the sentence itself could he have heen insensible that it was imparted to him as to
one not afraid to die.!®

... The austere devotee of military duty letting himself melt back into what remains
primeval in our formalized humanity may in the end have caught Billy to his heart
as Abraham may have caught yvoung Isaac on the brink of resolutely offering him up
in obedience to the exacting behest,'®

Billy 3%y LARLFED Z O+ BT Vere O RERERLZTAN, R E2H
NAEWTHEZFANS E L TWwAC kic, Melville ® Vere 0@+ 515, o vk
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ZENFLBDTH B, Vere, Claggart 2122 MWK, BOHE, HROMI L%
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W5, Billy R BN ARO MG X > T/REN S Melville © AR OB OB 1@
AT BEEE, Billy N INLHE T, ~BLEHLLERLLHDTH D,

Billy stood facing aft. At the penultimate moment, his words, his only words
wholly unobstructed in the utterance were these...

“God bless Captain Vere!”

The hull deliberately recovering from the periodic roll to leeward, was just regain-
ing an even keel, when the last signal, the preconcerted dumb one, was given. At
the same moment it chanced that the vaporing fleece hanging low in the cast was

shot-through with a soft glory as of the fleece of the Lamb of God seen in mystical
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vision, and simultaneously therewith, watched by the wedged mass of upturned
faces, Billy ascend, and ascending, took the full rose of the dawn!®
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Joel Porte 1%, SEMDEELZT BN, HMOEEEZTLELTTFLRLELIOBEL X
IR e T X3, BIEA, #HEK, ‘MHOBE OKLAZ &> TRINTWS A
TonTsh, —

Thus one meaning of Billy’s benediction is made clear: it is Vere, condemned
to live on in a fallen world bearing the burden of dark knowledge, who is truly in
need of of a blessing. Forced to witness, and finally to take part in, the excruciating-
ly incomprehensible struggle between good and evil, he is constrained to accept a
difficult position of moral neutrality. Vere has learned how to compromise, and it

is precisely his conscious awareness of the necessity of making moral compromises

that defines his tragedy.!® —

FE L R TR WABOBER2EA-> CESAThEARDLRVWT L2 MIcESE IR
A 2 #HOBRBERBERDOTHY, ELEOLEZEDIVARLRARRFENICIH > T,
hy 2 EOBLWTBCT 23N, BENENLRI 528 Rhrc &%, Vere ©
EBITH D LT, AM—moER%Z Melville 12 Vere It &> THRELTWD EABXT
Wh, COWIED QEBOF AN, Billy Tia/m T Vere ThdHLTHT LR, BY
THb, LorLz® Vere ki L THORERY LER ks Bic Melville DERIF R
AestT 2B B INLEHBERCDOR TV, COPiED 2%, “Billy in the Darbies”
O, REFCOUMINZHE, BFLHEAZEET S EKEX Billy 2Ecl TErhicT
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... but aren’t it all sham? A blur’s in my eyes; it is dreming thatI am. ... I am
sleepy and the oozy weeds about me twist.— & W 5,35 — ¥, Billy Budd O#%
Fkic, kFkiER Billy 2EET 530 LTHINTVSBA, 0O “2TRIEMLE
Sk d 5 RV, BHARBELRE TN L5001V Sak Billy o “#Ho#iEs Vere
BEIK EELVWEATHALBR L bRV, 20 AHOHHREIRAFETHY, £2TR
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Billy Budd is, of course, unmistakably the product of aged serenity ; its author has
unmistakably got beyond his anger or discovered the key to it; and it would be point-
less to deny that it is a testament of acceptance, as Mr Watson has said, or a “Nunc
Dimitis”, as Mr Arvin proposes. It is woeful, but wisely, no longer madly. Its hero
is sacrificially hanged at sea, but its author has come home, like Odysseus.
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inside narrative TH % LEX 5D THh D,

COWE D KB AN T\W5 Melville ®{E41%, the sailor is frankness, the landsman
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Lighib b, Melville B AEDOKR D ICESHCEML 201, HARDOHT, HiE»i85X
LB L 2B T, EF T BROBIGE N KR TH» 2, BELEL ORI,
e AR & oxtizik, Handsome Sailor 4 x — VI X » TR ICHPEINEZDTH S,
ANEORF RISk 2 oD & UTENRLELT = Melville 1%, HOOHBME IR ) <&l
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Résumé

On Billy Budd

M. OKAMOTO

There are many critical views on Billy Budd, but even now this last work
of Melville’s cannot be said to have an established estimation, compared with other
works, especially with Moby-Dick. So the writer’s intention is to follw this work,
noting where the important emphasis is put by the author, and to find what the
author meant to tell the world, in his last days, on the true aspect of human life.



