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1 knew, at a very early age, that my grand-uncle Nicholas B. was a Knight of the
Legion of Honour and that he had also the Polish Cross for valour, Virtuti Militari. The
knowledge of these glorious facts inspired in me an admiring veneration; yet it is not
that sentiment, strong as it was, which resumes for me the force and the significance of
his personality.

1t is overborne by another and complex impression of awe, compassion and horror.
Mr. Nicholas B. remains for me the unfortunate and miserable (but heroic) being who once

upon a time had eaten a dog. (1)
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The wooden dining-room stuck out over the mud of the shore like a lacustrine
dwelling; the planks of the floor seemed rotten; a decrepit old waiter tottered pathetically
to and fro before an antediluvian and worm-eaten sideboard; the chipped plates might
have been disintered from some kitchen midden near an inhabited lake; and the chops

recalled times more ancient still. They brought forcibly to one’s mind the night of ages

when the primeval man, evolving the first rudiments of cookery from his dim consciousness,
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scorched lumps of flesh at a fire of sticks in the company of other good fellows; then,
gorgel and happy, sat him back among the gnawed bones to tell his artless tales of

experience—the tales of hunger and hunt—and of women, perhaps' (2)
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The trouble of the civilised world is the want of a common conservative principle

abstract enough to give the impulse, practical enough to form the rallying point of

international action tending towards the restraint of particular ambitions. 3
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The earth seemed uneathly. We are accustomed to look upon the shackled form of a
conquered monster, but there—there you could look at a thing monstrous and free. It
was uneathly, and the men were—No, they were not inhuman. well, you know, that was
the worst of it—this suspicion of their not being inhuman. It would come slowly to one.
They howled and leaped, and spun, and made horrid faces; but what thrilled you was just
the thought of their humanity —like yours—the thought of your remote kinship with
this wild and passionate uproar. Ugly. Yes, It was ugly enough; but if you were man
enough you would admit to yourself that there was in you just the faintest trace of a
response to the terrible frankness of that noise, a dim suspicion of there being a
meaning in it which you—you so romote from the night of first ages—could comprehend.
And why not? The mind of man is capable of anything—because everything is in it, all
the past as well as all the future. What was there after all? Joy, fear, sorrow, devotion,
valour, rage—who can tell’—but truth—truth stripped of its cloak of time. Let the fool
gape and shudder—the man knows, and can look without a wink. But he must at least be
as much of a man as these on the shore. He must meet that truth with his own true
stuff—with his own inborn strength. Principles won’t do. Acquisitions, clothes, pretty
rags—rags that would fly off at the first good shake. (4)
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And T remember I confounded the beat of the drum with the beating of my heart,

and was pleased at its calm regularity. (5)
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A Study of Jcseph Conrad’s primitivism
Toshihiko UEKI

The word of primitivism has not been given a strict definition so far. But the primitivism
found in Conrad’s works seems to be given the notion of fundamental elements of human
existence, transcending the original meanings the word “primitive” includes in. Through

analisis of several works of his, we want to clear the meanings of his primitivism.



