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Green and the Ethics of Hedonism

Sigeru Yukiyasu

Green and Sidgwick are great philosophers in England in the nineteenth century. The former
belongs to the school of idealism. The latter is an Utilitarian based on intuitionism. They consi-
dered the central problems of ethics. Green criticized Sidgwick’s Hedonism. According to Sidgwick,
pleasure is identified with Ultimate Good. The greatest possible sum of pleasure is the supreme
end of action. But Green affirmed that pleasant feelings are not quantities that can be added. For
each is over before the other begins. Green says that the greatest possible sum of pleasure is an
end which for ever receds. This is called the consciousness of the transiency of pleasure.

On the other hand, Sidgwick criticized the conception of self in Green. According to Green,
self is a self that abides and contemplates itself as abiding. This self must be satisfied in any
way. Green’s self-satisfaction is the satisfaction of abiding self. But Sidgwick criticized this point.
According to Sidgwick, eternal self-satisfaction does not seem to be derived from Green’s self.
Green’s principle in knowledge is a self-distinguishing consciousness. Sidgwick says that the con-
sciousness distinguishes human spirit from divine spirit. Thus, human spirit cannot be identified
with divine spirit. On what ground does Green assert eternal self-satisfaction ? This is the question
of Sidgwick.

Green criticized Sidgwick’s Ultimate Good. According to Sidgwick, Ultimate Good is Universal
Pleasure. This pleasure is to be seeked as desirable. In Sidgwick the desirable is another person’s
pleasure. Green asserts that the desirableness of a pleasure must be the pleasure of some one else
than the person desiring the enjoyment of the pleasure. Green says that a man cannot seek his
own pleasure as desirable. It is from Sidgwick’s reason that he is subject to these criticisms.
According to Green’s view, reason seeks Ultimate Good as a state of its own being. Reason is the
source of the idea of a perfect self-consious life for every one.

Green is concerned with a constant and fixed self. Sidgwick’s ethical principles are rational
self-love and benevolence. Green asks ‘How are the two reconciled ?’ In Sidgwick they seem to
be unreconciled. Judging from these considerations, we know that Green is interested in the unitv
of self.



