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This study aimed to gain insight into the role of International Baccalaureate
(IB) education in Japanese society. Four teachers engaged in IBDP at X high
school, an IB-accredited school in western Japan, participated in the study.
The questionnaire included questions on teacher satisfaction with the
implementation of IB education, differences from Japanese education in
terms of academic achievement and human development, its strengths and
weaknesses, and points to be improved. The results indicate that the
teachers engaging in IB education analyzed gains and losses of the
education clearly from critical perspectives. However, while there was a
positive evaluation regarding its advantages on the development of globally
minded individuals with an active attitude and good communicative skills,
there were also aspects incompatible with the development of local human
resources. In addition, cautious views were expressed regarding easy
incorporation with conventional Japanese education. Finally, the role of IB

education in Japanese society was discussed.

Keywords: International Baccalaureate Education, Japanese school
culture, Japanese education, global human resources development





