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Soo da ‘it appears’ is an Japanese evidential expression that can be
used with verbs and adjectives to express an inference; however, in
some cases, soo da can also be used with nouns, as in ii hito soo da
‘appears to be a nice person’. While in previous studies, soo da is said
to express two different meanings depending on whether it connects to
a verb or adjective, it has not yet been made clear what meaning is
expressed in the case of nouns. This study examines the meanings of
soo da in such cases by observing actual examples. The study will also
discuss why soo da is chosen over other evidential forms such as yoo
da, mitai da and rashii, which can originally be used with nouns when
expressing an inference.





