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The functions of the approximately 10,000 railroad station buildings in Japan are gra

-dually changing with the times. Among these changes, in large cities where the population

is concentrated, there has been an increase in the number of " Ekinaka " facilities, which
offer commercial and dining facilities in addition to station building functions to make the-
m more attractive to users.

The " Ekinaka " facilities have been established mainly by JR East since 2000, and
have since spread to private railways in the three major metropolitan areas, with the poten
-tial for further development.

Assuming that " Ekinaka " will develop nationwide in the future, appropriate precond
-itions in local cities will be necessary, but there are few examples outside the three major
metropolitan areas, and there are few research reports on this topic.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the current status of "eki-naka" stations natio-
nwide by ascertaining station building characteristics (number of passengers, station buildin
-g area, number of station building layers, number of train lines, etc.) and "eki-naka" statio
-n building characteristics (commercial facility area, number of stores, type of business, etc.).

Based on the current situation, specific indicators for the establishment of " Ekinaka
" will be quantitatively presented.

This study will be conducted in the following three steps.

Step 1

Extraction of data on station characteristics and " Ekinaka

Definition of " Ekinaka “

Extract information obtained from publicly available data (number of passengers, num
-ber of train lines, number of stores) for the defined " Ekinaka "

n

characteristics

stations nationwide.

The area of stations and stores that cannot be obtained from publicly available data
are calculated by measuring the area of publicly available station maps at the same scale.

A list of " Ekinaka " stores nationwide was created. The following seven explanatory
variables were used.

(1) Number of passengers, (2) Station area, (3) Number of lines, (4) Number of statio
-ns, (5) Ekinaka area, (6) Number of stores in Ekinaka, (7) Type of business in Ekinaka, a-
nd (8) Number of stores in “ Ekinaka

"

Analyze trends in " Ekinaka " across the country.
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Step 2

Typification of station building plane shape.

Step 3

Analysis of factors affecting the scale of " Ekinaka

n

stores.

The conclusions of this report are as follows.

The current status of " Ekinaka " stations differs depending on the strategy of each
railroad operator. Among the four companies that have multiple " Ekinaka " stations, JR h
-as a large scale, Kintetsu has medium to small scale, and Tokyo Metro and Keihan have

n

small scale, showing a large difference in scale. Tokyu, Tobu, Seibu, and Meitetsu, on the o
-ther hand, have Ekinaka on all lines but only at terminal stations, and JR's eki-naka vary
in scale according to station size and increase the number of stores and types of businesse
-s to enhance convenience for users, a marked difference from the others.

The factors influencing the scale of Ekinaka are the area inside the ticket gates, foll-
owed by expandability, the number of passengers, and the number of lines served. The larg
-er the area inside the ticket gates, the larger the scale of the " Ekinaka
the station is expandable, the scale of the " Ekinaka " station becomes larger. The number
of passengers is about 300,000 to 500,000 and the number of train lines is about 2 to 4.

n

station, and if

"

Keywords: station building; commercial facility; food and beverage facilities; functional changes in
station buildings; Ekinaka





