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Adam scriveyn, if ever it thee bifalle
Boece or Troylus for to wryten newe,
Under thy long lokkes thou most have the scalle,
But after my making thow wryte more trewe;
So ofte adaye I mot thy werk renewe,
It to correcte and eke to rubbe scrape,
And al is thorugh thy negligence and rape.
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This article consists of three parts: (1) an introduction, (2) a Japanese translation of Geoffrey Chaucer’s
The Short Poems and (3) the explanatory notes and the textual notes of 7he Short Poems. Our translation is
based upon Larry D. Benson’s text (1987). The two edited texts of A. C .Baugh (1963) and J. H. Fisher (1977)
are referred to when necessary. In the translation of Proper Nouns, katakana does not correspond to English
pronunciation, but mostly the original language. We have not distinguished the long and short vowels of Greek
and Latin, when using katakana. Personification of abstract ideas are shown in angle brackets < ) .

Chaucer’s short poem “Chaucers wordes unto Adam, his owne crieyn” is often quoted in a number of papers
and books. This poem was written about the date when his representative work 7he Canterbury Talesbegan
to be written in the late 1380s, judging from the references of Boece and Troilus and Criseyde in this poem.
This short poem is composed in rhyme royal (ababbcc), the rhyme structure which is made use of in 7roilus
and Criseyde and some tales of The Canterbury Tales such as “Prioresse’s Tale.”

Adam scriveyn, if ever it thee bifalle

Boece or Troylus for to wryten newe,

Under thy long lokkes thou most have the scalle,
But after my making thow wryte more trewe;

So ofte adaye I mot thy werk renewe,

It to correcte and eke to rubbe scrape,

And al is thorugh thy negligence and rape.

We do not know how much Chaucer was serious or joking as usual, when reading and rereading this poem.
However, Chaucer had elaborated his writings more often than not, and he revised Prologue, Version Fand
made Prologue, Version G in The Legend of Good Women around 1386. These facts made us consider that
Chaucer’s complaint for his scribe Adam had been true enough. As is indicated in our notes, the fact that the
real image of Adam was recently discovered may prove that the relationship between Chaucer and Adam
existed in the late fourteenth century in London.

This article provides a Japanese translation of Chaucer’s short poems. It should be noted that the
limitation of pages was obliged to omit some of the poems translated earlier in Sasamoto’s Chaucer Shoki
Yumemonogatari Shi to Kyokun Shi (1998).





