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An Active Learning Environment
using Collaborative File Editing Facility of Cloud Services
— Practices in ‘English for Specific Purposes’
and ‘Elementary Python Programming’ —

Naoki Mizutani
Department of Management, Faculty of Management,

Okayama University of Seience,
1-1 Ridai-cho, Kita-ku, Okayama 700-0005, Japan
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In this paper, an experimental approach for facilitating the proactive learning is proposed. To
improve a cooperative learning effect, this approach makes students possible to see the process of
other students’ efforts. So, it takes advantage of the collaborative file editing facility of cloud
services. And other tools using ICT technologies were introduced to conduct lessons more
efficiently.

Using this approach, two classes were held for experiments, ‘English for Specific Purposes’ and
‘Elementary Computer Programming’ in seminar activities. Teachers can provide detailed care on
an individual basis, paying attention to the process of each student’s activities. The validity of
this approach was confirmed by the results of a survey and by discussion among students who
took part in those classes.

Keywords: active learning; computer supported collaborative learning (CSCL); English reading;
programming instruction.



