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This study aimed at examining the possibilities of conducting intercultural
education in the context of Japanese secondary school English Education. The authors
analyzed the two types of English textbooks for junior high school 3rd year students from the
points consideration of whether and to what degree each unit addresses cultural diversity
and global issues. The results revealed that cultural diversity was addressed in both
textbooks with more emphasis on artistic culture rather than daily culture. Also both
textbooks focus on the presentation of information about the way of life overseas at relatively
shallow levels. The issues of cultural clashes are not squarely dealt with, instead, a foreigner
character in one of the textbooks is created to make a comment based on a sense of values
that is perhaps unique to Japanese people. It was suggested that development of teaching
materials reflecting the realities of human interaction among Japanese and foreign people
would help enhance students' thinking skills and therefore contribute to their eventually
becoming global citizens through the acquisition of intercultural competencies.

Keywords: intercultural education, secondary school English education, global issues,
intercultural understanding.



