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In order to grasp the structure of learning of Japanese families during their short-term hosting of
international students, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 13 Japanese host families. These
hosts have accepted international students for short terms of two or three days. They were asked about
their intercultural learning experiences during these visits, and their narratives were analyzed with the
framework of the AUC-GS learning model. The informants were examined with regard to whether they
had an awareness of the existence of cultural differences (Awareness: A stage), understood the possibility
or occurrence of cross-cultural problems (Understanding: U stage), and successfully coped with those
problems (Coping: C stage). After the results were analyzed, the informants were divided into three
categories: AUC, AC, and A types. Some informants exhibited considerable awareness of cultural
differences, understood intercultural problems, and coped well; however, a majority lacked an
understanding of the intercultural conflict that could possibly occur with international guests. The
pedagogical implications of hosts’ intercultural learning are discussed.



