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0. BLI——HFAAHEOEN
ARG D B, Essays (#4154 54) (Noun Phrase, 2 F NP & FoR) O & Syntax OBIR& T~ 2

Z &L THhD, Francis Bacon @ Essaysid, “The Essays, in various editions from 1597 to 1625, started as
assemblages of aphorisms, held together only by a common subject, a chaos of bright ideas of a broadly
Machiavellian tone.” (Drabble ed. s.v. “Bacon, Francis”) & 1% & 5 IZ“aphorism” (§3) M7 Z & iEn
Z<EPNTN D, D2 HICZE O {KIZ“Bacon’s gnomic style” (Ward, Sir A. W. and A. R. Waller eds. Vol.
IV, 348) L FF & D, AFE Tl Essays D3I v DN ATAICHER L, 2oL s T D ICIER S ARk
RN A= DR A W DR O FFEE ST 2 5,

1. BEMROERAD
1.1 i (Clause) " ToOXEMBIGELE NP D457

NP [Zi(Clause) & # kT 2 EHK DV &L S ThH 5, NP IZiF 2D L LTHL &5 noun, T74bbh
Head noun 23 fF7E L % ® Head noun 7213 DA & —>D NP & 5 7 o M5, ZLIAMT Head noun % %
DRETE D DEMT 2EMEZMEIHBAED NP Th b, NP HKRICES & IHDFIZNL 2 bBn5, filziT
“Some students who must take the final examination will be working late in their rooms.” & \V 9 & o 5
CAERY EFENEY Y —THRT L Fig. L1 DX 51425, ZOHHE Quirk et. al. (41-43) (e 240F s
HEMAIbDTEOMEY V=12 bEERH S : (Fig.1.1)
O XD ITIELE BRE R TREIE, NP i3 (Clause) AR 2 WhE ), BRI, RIS L IR —o
DETHD, ZDOY Y —IZiZ4>D NP BEEND DELT DHFFER G D NP 12V U — D EEIcH 25 T % e
LENP THD, YI—DTFEICHZ( Mtx D250 NP (E Lo NP CEENT S DROTERITAD
RONP L LTHITY RLARY, LENS>THE L4 2 NP i2[[Some students who must take the final
examination]] will be working late in [[their rooms]]. @ [ J]Gm L7 2 DTHD, LUTFTHNRS LI
Fii# (X Complex NP, %% 13 Simple NP Ol T 5.,

1.2 Hirh Tokke

KIZ NP Offith TOHHRE (function) —E3E(S). (V). H HIEE(0), #iFE(C), RIFIEA) —% £ 2 2 & |
LB NP 1 S (Some students . . . examination) 35 X T8 A (in their rooms) (ZJ&T 5, THLISMZEH NP
FROFIZI NITRTESIC0 ELTH (1 like [[sports]. /My daughter gave me [[this sweater]].)
2 CLLTH (fl: My father was [[a coal miner]]. /We call this building [[Pentagonl].) A\ 6545,
L7235 T NP & V BUSR Tik & DHSREIC b Z ORRERICAR D 5 5,

2. NP o#is
Quirk et. al. (CGEL: 1238-39) |2 L iui¥, NP i2(A) Head (B) Determinative (C) The Premodification
(D) The Postmodification 0 4 D D437 & 3% 5, Z 03] B BEMUTEI AT 5 Fig. 1.1 %) -
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Sentence

Noun Phrase Verb Phrase Adverb Phrase Prepositional Phrase

Noun Phrase

Deter- Noun Auxil- Auxil- Main Adverb Preposi- Deter- Noun
miner iary iary Verb tion miner
their rooms

Some students \ will be working late in

Relative
Clause

P

(Noun Phrase)

(Noun Phrase)  Verb Phrase

Pronoun Auxil- Main Verb  Determiner Adjective Noun
iary
who must take the final examination

(Fig.1.1)

(A) Head & ix NP 0 EEHED = L CHIZICEMIEZ N, XOMOMBFE—BIZIEV ERETD, T
bbb be BIFOHENLEDL LR ETH D, FFEDED Head <l N»ANPZRY:
[[The tall gir/ standing in the corner]] is my sister.

I saw the tall girl in [[the corner which was full of people]l.
Cho TEFOEEELMONOBTRET M2+ 5

(B) Determinative & % Head DHIIC
(b) central determiners (c) postdeterminers ® 3 FIHAH Y . T b P31 JIE
)

central-, post- DIETH V| "all those fine musicians” & {175

AZETT
D

(a) predeterminers
2Bz L7, DED pre,

23 ”those all fine musician” & {35 2780 ¢

]ull
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(a) predeterminers-----all, both, double 7% & :
all the furniture both those musicians

(b) central determiners----- this, some 77 £ :

some new office furniture all those fine musicians

(c) postdeterminers----- many, few, several 72 ¥ :

the many new offices the few survivors

(C) Premodification & i% determinatives LAZ+ D FE4A) T Head ORI DIFICIEATF L LFATH S -
some expensive furniture some very expensive office furniture

(D) Postmodification & (% Head @& & (&M 4T Head Z{EMid 5354, HiTh s
the car outside the station the car standing outside the station the car that stood

outside the station
K 3 T Aarts i% Determinative & V9 AFED N U 1T determiners & W I EZH > TWABEFRT DL
DIXFRLTH B,

3. NP 2RV &R %R

Aarts (1971: 281)1Z“On the Distribution of Noun-phrase Types in English Clause-structure” T, H{t3&

FEND DM 17,000 FED 22— 3R & W TE O NP % “light’ noun phrase” & “heavy’ noun phrase”iZ 4%y L,
%ﬂ%#’é’*"nﬁf EDEXIICHBRT L2 EMEL TVD, BB OFHE L DX HDICETDa—,3R

IXMER& O F72 B 30, Fedoh (Dlight fiction (2) scientific writing (3) informal speech (4) formal
spoken and written English @ 4 5385755 NP #4£9 TW\ 5, £ L THiH Tlight' NP & Uheavy’ NP 23 (a)
Subject (b) Direct object (c) Prepositional adjunct (d) Indirect object (e) Nominal part of predicate (f)
Predicative adjunct ® & OALEIZ HBLT 20 & WS AR ILE 50T LN D OALE TO NP O H B H 3R % 5
By 5, ZOSWNDEFBAMEBEIITIEVAEED NP—“light’ items”—23, # L CEELSOMBICITE VK
ED NP—“heavy’ items”—23 I\ B AL 5 ARV & fEFR-S1 T b, Aarts Ol 9% light’ item &
‘heavy’ items & V9 HEEILZ L E 4 Quirk et. al. Ti Simple NP & Complex NP IZFH¥ 4%, Aarts(1971:
281-82) [FRD L IITKEH LTS -

By ‘light’ items we shall here understand: (1) pronouns, (2) names, (3) nouns, neither pre- nor
postmodified, (4) nouns, premodified by determiners only. By ‘heavy’ items we shall understand:
(a) All other pre-modified noun-phrases, i.e. those premodified by:
(1) adjective(s), (2) genitive, (3) noun, (4) adjective + nouns, (5) genitive + noun.
(b) All postmodified noun-phrases, i.e. those postmodified by:
(1) prepositional phrase(s), (2) prepositional phrase(s) + clause, (3) prepositional phrase +

non-finite clause, (4) non-finite clause, (5) relative clause.

Aarts [T EAEB 2R L TOZRWA, SEAFEICHOV LN lght & heavy & W9 Z L IERNRT L 510, light’
items [ZRAF, 4#, TLTAFCTHOEMAEZEI LT OLDOENISEIIC—RLT1~23 /J)Btr?/?.’)f”l/‘
NP #4879, Z#IZxt L CTheavy items i+ Head noun DR IAEMiZEM 2 L, BRFASGI 2 L5 E4L H 5
FIC—RLTEHDONP TH 3,

Quirk et. al. (1352) X% ® Aarts @ NP HFFEIZ2\ T, NP 2ikEED style A4 5 2 L 2R D
LD FHil LTV -

Even such coarse-grained comparisons as these make clear how sensitive is the noun phrase
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as an index of style and how responsive it can be to the basic purpose and subject matter in
varying types of discourse.

4, Essays M NP F—4{ER
4,1 T—I3R

SEHBE LTy AL 8 ROPTDORD 8§ DT v¥ A Thd, Tyt FE, Wk, EhoHKE
R Z L TCEHAETRT, e BiEHUCIE Bacon DF|HT 277 ViBOKLE EN 5, HAGERILIEDFHLE(1983)
IZk2 (L#HoOSIHTHLRL)

IX. Of Envy (MEMGIZ-DUWT) 1645

X. Of Love (ZREIZDWT) 623
XV. Of Seditions And Troubles (F#L & ERENIZ DWW T) 2255
XXV. Of Dispatch (fifiiz->W ) 597
XXX. Of Regiment of Health (FEAZ#EIZ-2OUVT) 591
XLII. Of Youth and Age (F4E & EBHEITHONT) 631
XLVII. Of Negociating (ZZ¥RIZ-DWT) 510
L. Of Studies (ZFRIZ-2W\T) 491

T D A=A DREEHIL 1343 FETH D,

4.2 TR

Quirk et. al. (1985: 1351) I Aarts D& ¥4 & & 12 Simple NP & Complex NP 78 325 (subject) (i {& |2 Y
BLTWD0, ZhébZERLUS Dot subject) fLEICHI L TWA a2 ST L, HEBEEL2RTREYE
L TW5, Quirket.aldFEZNOEL LR olz & B b Aarts (1971: 282-83) DF & HBEI1C L TH
DFENIRD KD T2 ERTD .

Simple Noun Phrase Complex Noun Phrase
All  simple | Nouns Names and | All complex | Premodified | Multiple
NPs pronouns NPs complex NP | modification
subject
not
subject
(Table 4.2)

4.3 Essays @ NP 45 ¥t

Essays|\Z B9 % NP % Simple NP & Complex NP & 12431 L. 2 EN o FALK 2 & LT Simple NP
{Z1% Nouns 6 L' Names and pronouns %, Complex NP |Z}% Premodified complex NP & Multiple
modification % J 7= (Table 4.2), Quirk et. al.iZh Aarts ICHFEL W TR SNRITHNTEHT NP %
RT3 5L &TELEORNY NP BH TS 5D T, ZORTIETMES E LT Nouns & Premodified
complex NP #3177z, Premodified complex NP &\ 9 HFEIL Aarts ®EF (LFE3) 8- TS T 2+
2HEE LRTEbOTH D, 72 H Aarts D’heavy items DEFHZD R T@ICET 5 b D) Premodified
complex NP, (IZJET 5 b DA Multiple modification Td %,

Z Z Tz v A XIII “Of Nobility” (HHEIZHOWT) DO FIHEHTZ 51\ CTRAKN 255 1TF & FIEZTRT,
THUL NP 2RI 25720, £/ K51 NP © Head 2R T 72 IR L72bDOTH D, RBEHEIET *
AMDLDOTHS (LTOFIHTHFEER :

We will speake of Nobility, first as a Portion of an Estate; Then as a Condition of Particular Persons.

A Monarchy, where there is no Nobility at all, is ever a pure, and absolute Tyranny; As that of the
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Turkes. For Nobility attempers Soveraignty, and drawes the Eyes of the People, somewhat aside
from the Line Royall. (p.41)

BRICOWTI, ETEFO—HE LT, RKIMWMAOESE L THREZEIZLL I,
BIENELFELRVWEZEZ, FLra ADZTAO L HIT, DRICHiF 2 R Th 5, Bk
FHEEZMOT, BEROBZBEBROEN LW ENELTNRLTHD, (p.66)

EROKROHBICHNZ B O NP ORI Z B AERISRETRO & 5125

Simple Noun Phrase Complex Noun Phrase
All Nouns Names and | All complex | Premodified | Multiple
simple pronouns NPs complex NP | modification
NPs
subject | 2 Nobility (5 3 | We 2 A Monarchy,
T8) where there is no
Nobility at all/
that of the Turkes
not 2 Nobility( 1 5 A pure, and | a Portion of an
subject 1T B )/ absolute Estate/ a
Soveraignty Tyranny/ Condition of
The Line | Particular
Royall Persons/ the Eyes
of the People
(Table 4.3)

43 Tidk7z & 21T that of the Turkes @ X 9 IZEHME E N8 G % % X T subject ITIRY piF720, A
Monarchy, where there is no Nobility at all,® X D IZHNEFEDB A D where U TiZa v ~nH s 077
o IERIRAE EE X T—20RIF4M & AT b LW A . YIFO A 15T Kiernan (exiv) DL IC &
XY EF O “printing-house style”I1Z & 5 & @ T, Bacon @ HEFRFEATE > TV WERLE TIIARRILFE O H
WriciE & &5 27572\, £/, The Line Royall |3 “Premodified” & V9 EFITIE Y TIEE B 220 A “Multiple
modification”|Z & 472 B 722V O TEWA 2T 2> 5 Premodified complex NP (24038 L7z, L4123t -
THROMRB L EEND,

5. NP oa%HiIkiR
COLEIRFETERD 8 DDy, B/ LTI bDONRRDODETH S,

Simple Noun Phrase Complex Noun Phrase
Essays Total | All Nouns | Names All com- | Premodified | Multiple
simple and pro- | plex NPs | complex NP | modifica-
NPs nouns tion
subject 644 439 171 268 205 70 135
% 43.4 29.6 11.5 18.1 13.8 4.7 9.1
not 839 442 312 130 397 187 210
Whole .
subject
sample
% 56.6 29.8 21.0 8.8 26.8 12.6 14.2
total 1483 881 483 398 602 257 345
% 100 59.4 32.6 26.8 40.6 17.3 23.3

(Table 5)
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6. Aarts &Lk
NP DHBREZ Z ORIET THWI 725 Z LT LVOT Aarts Db D & b7 8 B L TH7=0, Aarts
FRTRR)D & 5 IZBURIEFES#2 R T THO O LD NP OHBEZ 276D Th 5, Aarts (1971

289) OREFLOXROHRICEDLE THHELTHEL KDL I RS -

Simple Noun Phrase Complex Noun Phrase
Aarts Total All Nouns | Names All Premod- | Multiple
simple and complex | ified modification
NPs pronouns NPs complex
NP
subject 7898 6749 928 5821 1149 693 456
% 46.6 39.8 5.5 34.3 6.8 4.1 2.7
Whole | not 9063 4753 2560 2193 4310 1211 3099
sample | subject
% 53.4 28.0 15.1 12.9 25.4 7.1 18.3
% 100 67.8 20.6 47.2 32.2 11.2 21.0
(Table 6a)

W% (Table 5 & Table 6a) LT THEDI -t T —COHOREEDL LRD LI ICRD

Simple Noun Phrase Complex Noun Phrase
Essays Total | All Nouns | Names All Premod- | Multiple
& simple and complex | ified modification
Aarts NPs pronouns | NPs complex
NP

subject

Bacon% 43.4 29.6 11.5 18.1 13.8 4.7 9.1

Aarts% 46.6 39.8 5.5 34.3 6.8 4.1 2.7
Whole | not subject
sample

Bacon% 56.6 30.5 21.0 8.8 26.8 12.6 14.2

Aarts% 53.4 28.0 15.1 12.9 25.4 7.1 18.3

(Table 6b)

7. Aarts EELEEIL 7= NP 93 Fn dkiR

Aarts D2 —/3213 16,961 & K& WO THARIFE COLEUYENR NP OB L LEZTCLVWTH S, 7+
Z T Table 6b Z{fi> T Essays & Aarts DLl & 1L Essays DPFENRNIEBE LB L TED L 5 el
BaefFonrzMmb I LR TED, HEA—EV NIRRT —RNACEDBEEERLTVWEDT, filXiE Essays
& Aarts @ subject TO NP HELR AL _R2 R ELTHEVOBHMEMD Z LN TE D, Essaysit 1597 4,
1612 4F, 1625 F & §F 3 JRHR S NFAD 2 — R AT ZE DK DO = v A B A>TWD, EssaysiZZD L5
ICHIHEERIEFEO B 72 0 T, Aarts OIACHEEE L Ot & WD Bk, H 5,

€ Z TE Y subject DALEIZ LT 25 NP 2 b #FT 5, Essays Tid All simple NPs 1% 29.6+30.5=60.1.
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% LT Aarts Ti£39.8+28.0=67.8 TT%IEFEDFETH 5, L)L subject IZHFELT D Nouns DFfi & .5 &
Essays TIX 11.5 T Aarts ® 5.5 DIFIE 2% TH 5, Essays D subject TR IEFEDOE DR TL N HED
NTWD EW S %R L TV, KkIC Names and pronouns T® subject (DWW T % & Essays /s 18.1
IZxF U C Aarts 12 34.3 TZ L LW TH D, T b Essays TIXEFEDONMBEIZAR & RALFNHERT 5
sy iiﬂﬂ.f&ﬁd)n”] 2D 1 THD, TIIEWIZE X NIE, Essays TIEEFBMBEICERMICEWATFANSE H
Bi45Z /TL ARTRPRAFEIHEVHIALRZNVWENWS ZETH D, ZDZ &ix Complex NP DA%
45 <E IZHATET&H 5, All complex NPs @ subject # K. %5 & Essays > 13.8 (2% LT Aarts I3 6.8
T Essays T 13:5 AL{E1Z1E Complex NPs AHRIEFED 2 (FHIHL 95 2 & 23025, Multiple modification

TiX 9.1 %f 2.7 T Essays TIFEARIEFED 3 5L LD 3 C Multiple modification B4 25, Zh b5 Dtk
Wb Essays O EFEMEICITEROE N NP BNEREFE LU TEWELRTHEAT I Z L bh 5
Subject 1T —RICBHEIZHIRT D Z LN WD T, Essays D LIIAFREMEREOLFATIHED Z &R
WRLTWD, Tz LEAKEFETO subject OALEICITIALLCRAFTANHBLT 2L 34.3% & &<
Nouns(5.5%) & Multiple modification (2.7%) b FE (IR WHEBLR TH 5, BUIFE L EFEAE ITITERAIC
BONSDONRHBATDLENEG O ENIHEMBBEN TS, ZDay b TR MIBEKOFHED Essays & Fite
EERXXDORITOIHIBICKRE A7 NI DHTHAI, ZNiE Essays ¥ [#HE10] (gnomic/
aphoristic) s EbNDZ L DRERRD—2, TbbI LIZOBEWRANAELIZMNOEB N LR THLLEEZ L
Do UTOBICEDFREEAH TS, BHOE WA (nouns)X® Premodified complex NP £ Multiple
modification 23 FFIC EFHICHBL L TV 5 —TIterations// no such Gaine of Time/ Long and Curious Speeches/
a Robe or Mantle with a long Traine/ a Robe or Mantle with a long Traine/ Prefaces, and Passages, and
Excusations, and other Speeches of Reference to the Person—= & BNHZETx 5 .

Iterations are commonly losse of Time: But there is no such Gaine of Time, as to iterate often

the State of the Question: For it chaseth away many a Frivolous Speech, as it is comming forth.
Long and Curious Speeches, are as fit for Dispatch, as a Robe or Mantle with a long Traine, is for
Race. Prefaces, and Passages, and Excusations, and other Speeches of Reference to the Person, are
great wasts of Time; And though they seeme to proceed of Modesty, they are Bravery. (XXV. “Of
Dispatch” p.77)

MR LI —RICHERoBLETHD, L LBEBEOESZ LIZLIEMHY 3 ¢_&i& W D112 72
D2 LR, TREELDLELRVELHAZBWNAI NS THD, HnVIC WREE., BoE
WRR & DS EE DB BEICA RV E T, BUlIZETRmE Th B, ﬂu%%%ﬁ%ué% FIESS, T DO
ENZFIEWICH T 5L, R OERIEEL W&%T% o (p.114-15)

Histories make Men Wise; Poets Witty; The Mathematicks Subtill; Naturall Philosophy deepe;
Morall Grave; Logick and Rhetorick Able to Contend. Abeunt studia in Mores. Nay there is no
Stond or Impediment in the Wit, but may be wrought out by Fit Studies: Like as Diseases of the
Body, may have Appropriate Exercises. Bowling is good for the Stone and Reines; Shooting for the
Lungs and Breast; Gentle Walking for the Stomacke; Riding for the Head; And the like. (L. “Of
Studies” pp.153-54)

BRI A2 Z2BHICL, FADERITFRBEICL, HF2IHABICL, BRTEEEZLE L, i;iféé
EEERIC L, GRS SRR XIS T 5, TR LD, TR EZAH, HWEREMIC
oT%#ﬂ@“i5&%%0E%%L<ﬂ&%@ﬁﬁbkwo%ﬂi%W@Fh’ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéw
LRICTH D, R AN LR &EBIRIC L <, BRI &, #0aBokiaEic, BEIZEIC IV
e ETH D, (pp. 219-20)

TIEIRIZ not subject DA% HTH L 9, Names and pronouns DMl T Essays & Aarts I+ 8.8 : 12.9 T
»%, £ LT Nouns TIE21.0:15.1 TH5H, ZDZ &L Essays Tl& not subject DL IZ & EBRAIC T
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NP S HB T A LENBRETF L HENTE W L E2RT, Thbb Essays ([T B IIFE, fifEe EOMEICD
NP OHETAEAENEm NI L E2RLTWND, =& 2 IXROFI A O NP—the comming on of Yeares/ the
same Things/ sudden Change in any great point of Diet/ the rest/ a Secret/ Nature, and State/ thy
Customes, of Diet, Sleepe, Exercise, Apparell, and the like/ any Thing, thou shalt judge hurtfull/ any
Inconvenience / the Change/ that which is generally held good, and wholesome/ that, which is good
particularly, and fit for thine owne Body/ Houres of Meat,and of Sleep, and of Exercise/ one of the best
Precepts of Long lasting—IZZ D Z L BRHN TV S ¢

Discerne of the comming on of Yeares, and thinke not, to doe the same Things still; For Age will
not be Defied. Beware of sudden Change in any great point of Diet, and if necessity inforce it, fit
the rest to it. For it is a Secret, both in Nature, and State; That it is safer to change Many
Things, then one. Examine thy Customes, of Diet, Sleepe, Exercise, Apparell, and the like; And
trie in any Thing, thou shalt judge hurtfull, to discontinue it by little and little; But so, as if thou
doest finde any Inconvenience by the Change, thou come backe to it againe: For it is hard to
distinguish, that which is generally held good., and wholesome, from that, which is good

particularly, and fit for thine owne Body. To be free minded, and cheerefully disposed, at Houres
of Meat, and of Sleep, and of Exercise, is one of the best Precepts of Long lasting. (XXX. “Of
Regiment of Health” p. 100)

BECRDOELNPERZT, WOETHLREULZIEZLEIRELEBZ RV LT, EIFB TRV
N Thd, BEEIIFBERATAREIRVEIEKES2TEINI WV, S LTHEARTRIERD
RWERIZIE. B0 LT NRADEDEICTENEY, —2DZEEEXDLY, H<DT L
REXBEINBLETHHEVIZ L, EARBOTHERICBWTHRRELLTHD, BRFED
R OMEIR, ES. R CARTAINEY, £ LTHBELLHMTSEARIETH, ALY
SRHBLEHICEDEN L, LN LEZXEEDICANTRREZ EICKRANVTERLIE, By
T AR EV, —BICERTREICLIVESTNSZ L L, BENCHIETH > THEADO I
LTWAZEERRTEZ LT, BON LWL THD, BRECHEIRCEDOREIIC, DATY E
ITHEILLTVWSZ L, BEXEZTARLEIVHEZNO—DOTHD, (pp.144-45)

8. t&im

RO E M DT I NP #FI T2 2 IOV T Aarts 13 & Th KWEFZRL TNz, ABFZRI
ZFOFHFIERER LT Essays DL EWFE LTz, Aarts O NP OHW IR ND, KBFFETIXZEDOKRE
DESWFEREALTWS, 2% 0 NP %% O3UENHEEIC & - T Simple NP 7 Complex NP T X4y
L. ©XicZ®» NP ® Simple OF2[E . Complex DREIC LY & HICFMKS T2, KIZ Clause FTED
NP 238 7- T H8E & W 9 4520 B subject & not subject (ST T 5, T—NABKEWVIZE EEEED RN
SRR NELNDDIL YUK TH 5, Quirk NENRBEFEOSNTICMHEM L 14 7% 2 b OF % 55134 5,000
=R o TN D, &2 CROHIIEE 7,000 FHE N Da—R"2L Lk, Essays D3 — S ADGHRERDBE
B Z OO 2B 2 & X TE 2O T Aarts DHFT ZLBORBIZA W, £INbIN2TR
ﬁEmMGKﬁNP@%ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%@ﬁ%é:&f%éoE$ww?@%ﬁ\T@b%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁfk<ﬁ
BRI A T O SR ILIC Aarts OFEE L BLREEO TN L TR ERBEVDRHD Z LBDD D, BRE
S IC BB I LB R OIR VR A TR ANL DB B RN E < . BIRIICE WA B HEE R IS
MEFR & F AN EEE LIS OIS HEL T DR E W, L L Essays TIEE R IC E VA 3 & s A | 4
Ao A O MBI BAKEOHBE L Y EFMETHEBUSOMBETLE Y, ZDORIL Essays &S
B THhBEELNEZED—o0DFRRK, T2RbLIENRFERTHLEEXL D,



TIYVA - RALAVE [Ty tA] BN A6 ORE L 554 O 63

Textbooks:
Kiernan, Michael. 1985. Sir Francis Bacon—The Essayes or Counsels, Civill and Morall. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
EEDFEME. 1983, [~_—a UBEAREE] B« AIKESE.

Works Cited:

Aarts, F.G.A.M. 1971. “On the Distribution of Noun-Phrase Types in English Clause-Structure”. Lingua 26 (1971)
281-293.

Drabble, Margaret. ed. 1985. T'he Oxford Companion to English Literature. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Quirk, Randolph, Sidney Greenbaum, Geoffrey Leech, Jan Svartvik. 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the
English Language. London and New York: Longman.

Ward, Sir A. W., and A. R. Waller. general eds. 1970. The Cambridge History of English Literature. 14 vols.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

A Study
of
Noun Phrase Structure and Distribution in Francis Bacon’s

FEssays

Keiji Nishioka
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The prose style of Francis Bacon’s Fssays is generally termed “aphoristic.” No doubt this
criticism comes from the many meaningful words dispersed here and there in each essay. My
study sprang from an interest in finding out the linguistic cause of the so-called aphoristic
style. I focused my attention on the distribution of noun-phrases (hereafter NP) in a clause.
I referred to Aarts’ (1971) method of analyzing NPs, and compared my result with that of
Aarts.

My corpus has 1483 NPs from eight of Bacon’s Essays. Like Aarts I made a table to show
the distribution of each NP according to the grammatical structures, namely, simple NP or
complex NP. In addition I examined whether the same NP occurs in the subject position or in
the non-subject position in the clause. Thus the completed table has four main categories:
simple NP subject, simple NP not-subject, complex NP subject, and complex NP not-subject.
I also made the distribution more precise by adding sub-divisions: “Nouns” and “Names and
pronouns” under simple NP category, and “Premodified complex NP” and “Multiple
modification” under complex NP category. I made a similar table from the Aarts’ data as
well.

The study of Essays NP structure contrasted with Aarts’ table reveals that in the Essays
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heavy NPs occur at a higher rate both in subject and non-subject positions than in the
present-day English. This means that modern readers of the ZFssays will meet with
structurally complex and significantly meaningful NPs more frequently than when they read
present-day English. They will tend to feel the aphoristic nature of such sentences when
reading the Fssays. The aphoristic style of the Essays is thus partially explained by the
linguistic features of the NPs.



