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On Takeda Taijun’s “Seijo Kyojo”

— A Prism of Wartime Shanghai —

Keiko OGIHARA
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1-1 Ridai-cho, Kita-ku, Okayama 700-0005, Japan
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Takeda Taijun (1912-1976) was one of the leading writers of the First Postwar School. His childhood name is
Satoru, and he became Takeda Taijun due to a long-standing promise he made to his father, Oshima Yasunobu’s teacher,
Takeda Taijun. Both his father and mother came from a family of monks, and his uncle Watanabe Kaigyoku was a
renowned Buddhist scholar who served as the abbot of Saik6ji Temple. Murobuse Kurara (1918-1947) was the eldest
daughter of the liberal critic Murobuse Takanobu (1892-1970), who wrote about her short life after her death in his
essay Jinsei Shoyo. Takeda Taijun continued to depict women in “Chinese things” with “his unique and fundamental
sense of ‘otherness’ as women.’” In 1948, the year after Murobuse Kurara passed away in Shanghai, it was published
in the magazine Shicho. After the war, he remained in Shanghai and died of pulmonary tuberculosis in 1947, and her
father, Murobuse Takanobu, published her unfinished posthumous work “Akiko wa Akiko hitori shinu” (Seinen, May
1948). Having read her poem, Takeda compared her to the Virgin Mary in Seijo Kydjo. In the poem, “Akiko’s actual
form is now in a pitiful form, like the fungus that grows in the kitchen, and there is nowhere to go, and she does not

think that she can go again.”

Keywords: Takeda Taijun; Murobuse Kurara; Qiu Jin; Wartime Shanghai.





