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The following two types of noun phrases in English and their Japanese corresponding noun 

phrases are investigated here from the perspective of structure and meaning. 

(1) Expo '70 (Noun + Noun) 

(2) A cup of coffee (Noun + of + Noun) 

The general rules in constructing these phrases are that the first noun modifies the second 

noun in (l) and the prepositional phrase "of coffee" modifies the first noun in (2) in the sense of 

both structure and meaning, but these two examples look exceptional against the rules. I 

propose to understand against (l) that this type of example can be understood to come from 

specifying a cell in a matrix of two variables (designated by the first and second nouns) in 

mind and is used as a sort of "title". In this sense, this example is exceptional. In (2), I have 

noticed that "a cup" can be understood to mean "a portion of coffee (to be) contained in a cup." 

This fact makes it possible that "a cup of can function as a modification of "coffee" as "much" 

in "much coffee." 

The conclusion is that these two types of examples sound against the construction rules, but 

there are the above mentioned reasons or bases to allow for these exceptional uses. 


