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In our recent study we witnessed the modernization of Chinese culture and confirmed the

transformation of Tai's traditional earthenware making. In a field study we found that their

mode of production, and traditionality of techniques have been lost, and that even craftsmen are

being under selection. Survival of the traditional earthenware making, even sustainment of

minimum demand, has become impossible, due to popularization of metal cooking pans and elec-
tric rice-cookers. Extinction of traditional earthenware making is becoming unavoidable unless
the government's active protective policy.

Meanwhile in modernistic pottery manufacturing factories, they were quick in departing from
the traditional production of earthenware, brought to the market modern models that meet mod-
ern lifestyle, stimulating new demand. New articles with high marketablity, such flowerpots,

pickle pots or tea containers are most suitable to mass production and mass consumption and

helping the transference from traditional to modern earthenware manufacturing.
It seems not likely this too rapid transformation can be held back any more.



