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On April 25, a commuter train on the JR Fukuchiyama Line slammed into an apartment building in
Amagasaki, Hyogo Prefecture and a total of 107 people died, many more were injured. Media covered the
disaster in detail so that they caused the so-called “media scrum”.

In this accident, the Hyogo Prefectural Police refused to release the names of 4 of the107 dead due to
objections from their families. The media demanded full disclosure, but the police continued to refuse to
release the names of 4 dead.

Refusal to release the names of people who encounter with a disaster by police and public institutions
shows a rising tendency recently. But, media have a social duty to provide general information about
people who encounter with a disaster.

It is necessary for police, public institutions to release them and media or the third party decides to
report them or not. -



