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The purpose of this paper is to account for the Japanese modal form noda, which has been classified
according to its function. It is clear that noda consists of no and da. No has been known to make the
preceding clause to be a noun clause, but we propose here that this no has another function of signaling that
the preceding clause has just been “evaluated” in the mind of the speaker or writer when this sentence is
used. This evaluation comes from considering the content of the clause within the situation or the context,
and induces functions like command, explanation, emphasis and confession. After having examined various
sentences containing noda, we have found that our new proposal here explains the difference between the
sentences with noda and the sentences without noda better, and reflects better the sense of the native
Japanese speaker in using noda better that the preceding studies.



