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There was a great family called Kaya (M. f1%) in Kibi. It is commonly believed that there was one
tribe in Kibi in ancient times, and that it developed into several families around the basin of the River
Ashimori 2 5F.

However, contrary to popular belief, the Kaya family in Kibi is considered to have been a family whose
ancestors were from Korea. There are variouse reasons for it :

1. "Kaya" was a general term for the group of small countries in the south of the Korean peninsula from
about the 4th century to the 6th century.

2. Apart from the political power of Yamato, Kibi independently established diplomatic relations with Kaya
/NER and Kudara B by marriage. Therefor, there must have been a large number of people coming across
the sea in Kibi.

3. The legend of I # Ura at Shrine % {## Kibitu, where the Kaya family took the position as a Shrine
priest for generations, shows that Kibi cultivated friendly relations with Korea.

4. In the 6th cetury, the Kaya family in Kibi rapidly extended its power, whereas /il B in Korea went to
ruin. The Kaya family in Kibi seems to have accepted a great number of refugees from /1 BF and broadened



its influence..

HROEMIZB T 2MFRIZ2 T

45




