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Ere the establishment of Independence, there was no more aristocratic
country in the world than Virginia; so the Virginians, whose history we have
to narrate, were bred to have the fullest respect for the institutions of home,
and the rightful king had two more faithful little subjects than the young twins
of Castlewood®.
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“You are making your entry into the world, and the gold key will open most
of its doors to you. To be thought rich is as good as to be rich. You need not
spend much money. People will say that you hoard it, and your reputation for
avarice will do you good rather than harm. You’ll see how the mothers will
smile upon you, and the daughters will curtsey! Don’t look surprised! ...” ¥
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When we were away on our South Carolina expedition, the famous Fourth
of July had taken place, and we and the thirteen United States were parted for
ever. My own native state of Virginia had also distinguished itself by announc-
ing that all men are equally free; that all power is vested in the people, who
have an inalienable right to alter, reform, or abolish their form of government
at pleasure, and that the idea of an hereditary first magistrate is unnatural
and absurd! '
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When Mr. Warrington has finished reading his tragedy, he turns round to
Mr. Johnson, modestly, and asks, —

“What say you, sir? Is there any chance for me?”

But the opinion of this most eminent critic is scarce to be given, for Mr.
Johnson had been asleep for some time, and frankly owned that he had lost the
latter part of the play. '?
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---poring over the documents, I have tried to imagine the situation of the
writer, where he was, and by what persons surrounded. I have drawn the
figures as I fancied they were; set down conversations as I think I might have
heard them; and so, to the best of my ability, endeavoured to revivify the
bygone times and people. With what success the task has been accomplished,
with what profit or amusement to himself, the kind reader will please to
determine!®.

WREREICFEL FORBEMER &, BHEAMWOLFTEIC L > THEITL WL, 227251,
Thackeray DT, &L FH— AHORGR THE T 2 L2 0% 2w, B2, 38T
T2 A EEICOWTHELWI LZH LTV, T2 550 EA X0 2 IcBF L7
E, RDE S IHEEI— ABBRNER THRREEZBXR T 205206 TH 5,

Well, then, what happened I know not on that disgraceful day of panic when
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your father fled the field, nor dared to see the heroines engage; but when we
returned from our shooting, the battle was over, America had revolted, and
conquered the mother country'?.
81FE T George & # N Theo L NPFIEETHELEL L &, BBLFR+OEBL (EL L
TS bZevne, ROLHICEES T iE, HL»ITEETH 5,

—1I know that I ought to be very cautious in narrating this early part of the

married life of George Warrington, Esquire, and Theodosia his wife—!#®
& Z A, RNB2E TIT George & FE) Theo & #°BF % George Tli’% { Miles & %
DFpzEicLizy, ROFBNL HICFELFELTF T #° George ICZEb Y,

-+ and Thoe and I agreed that our child should be called after that single
little friend of my paternal race!®.

BETY, BHICV 77— =T TOLERN LR B> TRD L 5 ICFE 555 L F4° George
2> T3,

In our early days at home, when Harry and I used to be so undutiful to our
tutor, who would have thought that Mr. Esmond Warrington of Virginia
would turn Bear-leader himself? 2

PHEERICBWTELFIRbE L) Z L, BREOPRNREHIENTEZ LT,
—RICIIRFL L THB. DL ) L RBILZ L% L 72DIZ % TH A J », Thackeray
PEREBTIT o EiZEZ oL, HR, L2 N0BEATELFERZLbDEEZ L
N3, THOBHN—DI, WREHFT 2 AMIIEF L L), BHEOHULNFERPERE, #
R L, BUAHMBBOMRH LG L) ik %, 2HMNE LFTHIIEERFIFELZ &
B#HAZBUr R, T, BEAMO—ACELRIEIIFHFELWEEZ 2D
o TIELWIEAL I 4 X ) ZAAERTH -7z Thackeray »HLER & L TiEX3 &
D, £ X) ADMHTHEL THRT 5 George NFEL FICEZ B2 EICL72DTH A,

|42 The Virginians DARBRBRIZOWT
1. George & Harry nMig#EIc>T
George & Harry ZRAERDRBL IS, HOLNMEEIZRL), “ARENTNEL S
ANEZFA T, RFITIIZT A ) ABIEHF TECICHBI T HIBICH) 2 &iIC% B,
George |3 B A TR, WMELHRTH 5, HKITHWBUIMMEITFE X HAATREL WD
FTholzZ b, Kok HicXsnTw 5,
George was a demure studious boy, and his senses seemed to brighten up in
the library, where his brother was so gloomy. He knew the books before he
could well nigh carry them, and read in them long before he could understand

them?V.
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ZHUCHL T, Harry i385 <, BRLUBRTH -2, EHHEH 5 B ADSEHRF
RRZL>7L12Y, FORAHN 2 BN TOHEVICE KR E2E-> T Z %, X0k
IITHN T B,

Harry, on the other hand, was all alive in the tables or in the wood, eager
for all parties of hunting and fishing, and promised to be a good sportsman
from a very early age??.

George & Harry DR DOFEIR, LN EFNF-72BWEICLI2LNTHAS, T
—V=TOREREIIZ, 41X) 2SR L LI, BBOFIILEET, EFrHb, ¥
EOHGHEEZATLZ LIS » TREDKF 2 HRET 21885°H - 72, L7255 T, George
& Harry 3MAERT, £FNHBTELDEZ—RBHERL &b L H > 7205, George KE
L BRED S 2 bNTwiz, PS5 DMAHTEL % » 72 & &, Rachel Esmond kAl
George »i#ify, MAEZMAKL, B9 Harry BEICRICHE L ZIT T L 0wk,
RDEICFE->T0BITEL, TN HHEROKBRIIRTFHOEHETH - 72,

When the boys’ grandfather died, their mother, in great state, proclaimed
her eldest son George her successor and heir of the estate; and Harry, George’s
younger brother by half an hour, was always enjoined to respect his senior??.

2. MRHAEDFRIZONWT

4 X)) 2T George & Harry m4&{E L HBAYTH - 72, Geoffrey Tillotson i3 Harry
DELTERIEN, ML I(ERLCETET BENBHICREETE ) L L eE2
LB ERRTWBY, &I ThHbHI)H», Harry 3 E TREDSDH ), BELEN, B
AT, BET, REFET, [EINLWEETH-2NT, LEiHEDAiciFEh, &
HMENTz, ZOKEFIIRDE ) IcHrPNLTW 5,

Harry was liked because he was rich, handsome, jovial, well-born, well-bred,
brave; because, with jolly topers, he liked a jolly song and a bottle; because,
with gentlemen sportsmen, he loved any game that was a-foot or a-horseback; 4
«..25)

2 612, Harry 3 CHICIIFRIE T, ARARTEZRTOTH» R - T, KHENBLEFI X,
FHOENAZICIERFID L, 2, ESRLVEIICREN 2L TWAEFLRN L
JICHEIrN T B,

because, with ladies, he had a modest blushing timidity which rendered the
lad interesting; because, to those humbler than himself in degree he was
always magnificently liberal, and anxious to spare annoyance?®.

Harry 3KB T, ABE 2 QlzOICHBEINTZ L E, FITBENHE L EIE 2 %
Lad's, HEMT T NBRIENI20AIVE LB >Tnw, L, HEMITT NS
ANBFE—ACL D572 Z LDRD L G ISP T B,
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Remorse for past misdeeds and follies Harry sincerely felt, when he found
himself a prisoner in that dismal lock-up house, and wrath and annoyance at
the idea of being subjected to the indignity of arrest; but the present unpleas-
antly he felt sure could only be momentary. He had twenty friends who would
release him from his confinement: to which of them should he apply, was the
question?”.

George iz L7Zwic e > FY DERREERNDALDMCE2BHIT E 2RFI0E- 72
D, XA, HEBBRENETLa—t— - "TIA~NHAN Lz, HIZFHHLITL, BHrL

EFEEEL ey FUricEEL, XEEBICEST S, B onEeET, HBRO»STAE
HBRHBT Ted, BRRERL SICRBEREFL L -2, i e ) CRESMKRNAT
BB EEZbnL, RDLHIKELN TS,

He was not wild or extravagant like his brother. There was no talk of
gambling or race-horses against Mr. George; his table was liberal, his equi-
pages handsome, his purse always full, the estate to which he was heir was
known to be immense. I mention these circumstance because they may
probably have influenced the conduct both of George and his friends in that
very matter concerning which, as I have said, he and his mother had been just
corresponding?®.

George # Theo L #&#§ L 7o Z LICRHINML, BLh LDREEIITHY LN & &,
BAEDERI DR - 12 72 DICUAYEMEZ T, WIZBE L WAFBICENRL LN,
ZORELRICHEIIEACBHE ENEU2 KDL HICELEd3 N T 5, Harry »358IC
HbHLE, HORAYHRLBIT TN L2 DENBYLENTH B,

Thus, the part of my life which ought to have been most melancholy was in
truth made pleasant by many friends, happy circumstances, and strokes of
lucky forty?®.

3. TA) ABIEHEED CBRBNILY

Z9 LT, George & Harry 3R 5 Ak %54, #F, 72 ) 4 HBIEEICEWTD
BT T ICHINTH ) = &Iz 5,George 54 ¥ ) Zflic D727, Miles Warrington
WOHMEZHEREL TA XV ADEEL L), 41X ATRICL>TnizlehThHhEE, K
D& SBT3,

Now my country is England, not America or Virginia: and I take, or rather
took, the English side of the dispute. My sympathies had always been with
home, where I was now a squire and citizen: but had my lot been to plant
tobacco, and live on the banks of James River or Potomac, no doubt my

opinions had been altered®®.
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FucHL T, Harry 257 2 ) #ICD L H%, ZFUIHNFED Fanny DEEIZ L - T
BHRAX ) ZANERE2HREIITEY, ZOKE, HILZVICA X)) ICERT 5L
BN T o e72h Tho72, ZOHRFIRDL ) M T 5,

His wife, all agreed (and not without good reason, perhaps), had led him to
adopt these extreme anti-British opinions which he had of late declared; and
he was infatuated by his attachment to the gentleman of Mount Vernon, it
was farther said, whose opinions my brother always followed, and who, day
by day, was committing himself farther in the dreadful and desperate course
of resistance’".

4 X)) REizhnb - T 7z George 13, £FNEMOT 2 ) # 2 KT 5 Z LICER%
vz, HIET A AHrETHOANCEHBHEFFELZHRLEFL-ERTH-2Z L s, B
FHENOBLZZ L 2E2 5L, ANIZALFUBIATMEL RN HE L, KDL
IR T 5,

.-+ I was a Virginian—my godfathers had promised and vowed, in my name,
that all men were equally free, (ncluding, of course, the race of poor Gumbo,)
that the idea of a monarchy is absurd, and that I had the right to alter my form
of government at pleasure®.

TANVHERBETEHAX) AENKELEMEZRT, 7 TEHFICEENICL->TW
72 George |1, HNEWBEBL (M- 727 2 ) A EBWBEKOHIC Harry p5\n72Z & %515
T, RBPBERFICH» N T ) MEFOEBLIEGEZHERL, EFEZE-> T X)) 2~NE
28.0% 7 %, Harry I3 EHFIRET 53 TH- T, TR HIT 507225

DX, WRERZRL DMBORBTH > 72 George & Harry H50REIZEBOA
EEBALETZ, BBIAXVRELT AN HAEIZHIAINTENIZE ) &) BIBNZED E
PNILBIETTHo7, LarL, RBHANREOWNZ BT TERE2 E-> URET S
DT, WHFITEBEHTH B Z LR, RBVBRFICTPNTE) ZLNERLEICL-T,
BB AOBER L WHICIESLL TYH, WEOBNEKZZCHNTH-2L, ZOER
PARBACHDLID LR TR 2 szt L),

BS5E BrFoBERIECOVT
1. Rachel EsmondX AiZD>WT

The Virginians THEB T~ % £/, Rachel Esmond kA& ZNEF72H & DHFHE
1%, 8 & FOMBNMETH 5., Thackeray N/ NIz BT 3 B FBHURORIEIZ, The History
of Pendennis 2R 517255, FiIZFEAL Arthur Pendennis »584R#E &5 5 BALL
TAEZYNEAL Z EWEETH - 72, The Visginians 12 BT 58 & FoOREIZ, BotE
Be, HOHOHEZEZ 2RTF Il LMAT28E, Hod 2 LN THRAIALS
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HELH)EBRFIbLOMWTH- 2,

Rachel Esmond RANIZRH T ko728, V7 —C=TDXx AN7y FEEZHEEL,
KENDARBANFEZH > TREE* —ATREL Tz, BREZABEEICHIHLL WA
W L THE BB 2 D, MBI L HEL RS T, BRIZATAR L,
TEHE THEE L HEEROLETH-72Z 813, KDL ) icHirnTwa,

The truth is, little Madam Esmond never came near man or woman, but she
tried to domineer over them. If people obeyed, she was their very good friend;
if they resisted, she fought and fought until she or they gave in3?.

Rachel Esmond kA2 BENFERAICKH L TL, KEEICH L THHENH L XEETH -
720 WRIBEKEEVTRICHIETH 12k 512, FHALLICLERICHRIBETH L L1
Kebizk, RDLHITHINTDE, TNFREZ VO TLERI L/ ETHDL LE
2Tl 6 ThH- 72,

Had she not obeyed her papa and mamma during all their lives, as a dutiful
daughter should? So ought all children to obey their parents, that their days
might be long in the land®*.

Rachel Esmond & A%, Robert A. Colby H3#E4HL Tvr 3 & 51239, BEIRD Ward
AROHEELZT T2 L) T, HERELZELTFE L BbAWIIEHELELBLET
Hh, BF2bid & THLREL < $72, George & Harry 4\, BNES = & #H» T,
LIFLIEE WS> T Z ERDE ) TP N TV B,

A fierce quarrel between mother and son ensued out of this event. Her son
would not be pacified. He said the punishment was a shame—a shame; that
he was the master of the boy, and no one—no, not his mother—had a right
to touch him; that she might order him to be corrected, and that he would
suffer the punishment, as he and Harry often had, but no one should lay a hand
on his boy?®®.

Rachel Esmond KA BF7z b 2 ERICHELE 2 -DICHE L { BH L €, RFH L KK
HE & RERENDYAN L EZ 2 LT 20TH - 720 L b, K13 George & Harry
BODFTHHAFHNL I ICE - T, BRELIILNEFLEE, I, BOBVDZ
FiLhb®L)E, BFLLIRBETHL I 2BELR, LarL, #HL2HEELTW
KONT, BHLOBETITHL TWE, BOBRwnFFichod, BFrmHETsZ &d°
LIZFLIETH o7z, FIZ, BF L bORBEIBIC L3 &, HIZE S NEE L LT T,
BFRbLh B0 CHRIBHEF2BLZ LICRIL 72,

2. George L BEOXFILIZ DWW T

Rachel Esmond k Al% George & Harry # 7/ 7— =T OKREBEO7Y) > 20k iz

BB L ZNIBBLERLEAL, BERTITH NS 2 AR TH - 72, FHc E B George
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BEAREOMAM L, KEEOMELHEKETIINLEEZT, BRTHFE L > THIBICE
BL 72, HHIIEERFTZOFRERET Ward I F4t7- 5 288 L { #E 297277, George »*
WieRImLIzE &, ROLHICHELLETELEIICE -2,

“Yes, sir, punish! If means of love and entreaty fail, as they have with your
proud heart, other means must be found to bring you to obedeence. I punish
you now, rebellious boy, to guard you from greater punishment hereafter. The
discipline of this family must be maintained. There can be but one command
in a house, and I must be the mistress of mine. You will punish this refractory
boy, Mr.Ward, as we have agreed that you should do, and if there is the least
resistance on his part, my overseer and servants willo lend you aid.”*”

Rachel Esmond RAIZ WD LI LN 2 4 > TRERBRENOAZ Z2BWEBNIcX
Bll T %72, George #* Lambert KEMD#IRD Theo L1F#T 5 &, Rachel Esmond kA
20 S DEEIBIC N L 72, HEiZ T 7 — P = TICIi ka1 % A L 72 Van den Bosch
BT, KRELMELMERT S Lydia LHEBETHILZ2H->Tn 25 TH 5,

Theo N H#H Lambert & A %% Rachel Esmond KAICIRAZ & 2L AL LH-> TFK
2#ZLHT4, Rachel Esmond RAIZRD L JICTELHRIKRLBEBEZ2EL D TH- 72,

The letter was not cordial, and the writer evidently but half satisfied; but,
such as it was, her consent was here formally announced®®.

% 7z, Rachel Esmond £ A3l 72 hS BB i 5 72 T4 T George ICHENFEEFICA
A Z 5T B, L L, George (38T 5 - T Theo & DREIE2 LT 5, IS
Lo TRIENT 2R, RDLEIITHEIPNTwE T L, KRELERMITH- 12,

My letter to Madam Esmond, announcing my revolt and disobedience
(perhaps I myself was a little proud of the composition of that document), I
showed in a duplicate to Mr. Lambert, because I wished him to understand
what my relations to my mother were, and how I was determined, whatever
of threats or quarrels the future might bring, never for my own part .to
consider my separation from Theo as other than a forced one®?.

George #* Theo & #:1%$ 5 &, Rachel Esmond kAR - THADRES2ELIEHT
LE). N7z George IFKEHAETZ L TEL WERFICHZ b5, BORENT,
BRI LI L TEE T2 RII L L L h 5 T,

3. Harry & BOXILIZDONWT

Rachel Esmond X AIZEEBE D George # WHNDEBBEOBME L L THLIEFTL 2
DIZLIFLIFERL 2, fith, Harry 385, BERLZHEETH > 2 2dh, HHIKRE
T BMBED DLV Z & 250D I LTz radd, BIREICH, BEBELL,
BT, B4 X ) AL o8l BEE2E- 722 L 28ML T, KDL HIKE->TW 5,
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Madam Esmond deeply regretted the expense of a fine carriage which she
had had from England, and only rode in it to church groaning in spirit, and
crying to the sons opposite her, “Harry, Harry! I wish I had put by the money
for thee, my poor portionless child—three hundred and eighty guineas of
ready money to Messieur Hatchett!”*®

George & Harry MJisid & TL Ak {, A George 8L { o> T 3 & X,
Harry kD & JicR 2 piE > TRICHEB T2 L b b 72,

George looked despairingly at his mother until he could see her no more for
eyes welled up with tears. “I wish you would bless me, too, O my mother!” he
said, and burst into a passionate fit of weeping. Harry’s arms were in a
moment round his brother’s neck, and he kissed George a score of times.

“Never mind, George. I know whether you are a good brother or not. Don’t
mind what she says. She don’t mean it.”

“I do mean it, child,” cries the mother. “Would to heaven—"

“HOLD YOUR TONGUE, I SAY!” roars out Harry. “It’s a shame to speak
so to him, ma’am.”*V

George N3 Theo Nk Hetty »° Harry ICiFE 2 HHE T 7285, TN &% Rachel
Esmond X Aizd< Bb ¥, Harry SV d#E2 Lh -7, L L, Harry i3 Hetty #¢
OIUEEELRTHB I E2H > TRIZ% Y, #id Fanny Mountain 28342 & 512k 5,
% » 1 Mountain %k Al3#>C Rachel Esmond kA & 2RERNK I H T, FhT <
LoleDb, REEHITT7—2 =T ~%kT, Rachel Esmond kADE THRER & L TH
WTWeZ EAhH o7z, Harry 2N & ) wFERAANDBREREET %L, Hikize ) Tnw
AP U o7z, LA Fanny ISR U BBE ThH-72Z L %, Harry OFKTRN L H I
LEINT3,

“And yet my Fanny says she doth not regret Madam’s unkindness, as
without it I possibly never should have been what I am to her*?.

%72, Harry *BOSFFLICK L T Fanny &##§ L 72 = &2, Rachel Esmond kA%
BNIBEELT, BB, ALbRAZERLTH -2 &55 kDL JiIcHHrn T3,

My poor Hal was of the entertainment, but gloomy and crestfallen. His
mother spoke to him, but it was as a queen to a rebellious prince, her son, who
was not yet forgiven*®.

Zn & 51z, George § Harry &SRB TIIBAORMICH L T - 72, BORNOR
B3, BFE2ERERNDBEMFBFEI TV EEH- 7205, TOFECIMZ bNhhr -2k E,
POTHFERAADBRE V) BHGDE ) B BFICHBHETFIGRAZZ L2 Y, HAlBLE
By &, RFOLHFIEBTH > 72, George & Harry N & DRI, BLHRFEEHE,
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EBREDENTHN, BOFIE»LEML T, HL5OHLWAEZWIVBACECTH- 12,

& ]

The Virginians DFENERIIT A ) A - T7—P =T ORKEBBEHS L 4 X)) 2 LFH
BTHo72dt, KEEFA X)) ANERN L LRMESEETH -7z, Lrdb, ZIicHHrn
e — P =THRBOKERIZ, BHEFENMFTLVWEIOERNEZEL ¥ HRA
Tid% <, BEA X ) RCBHEE Y, 1 X)) ADGEHNKTF L EE 2T 20055, 8%
2RO BRFH L MR TH 72, George & Harry pE & 724 X1) 2443, 181tHicsde
7 George EFRM N4 X)) AT, Robert A. Colby HiBNTWv 23 L iz, Bypichy
BB 2 E T, HOHSEGIDOBTEIICH 57225, ZOFICLFH L W HESORFEH TR
Nz, ZOESKOEEIZA X)) RAHFE T 2 ) AFHFOLSFREF L B BE % hE L
THRBRT2DTIIL L, BHIEA X ) R LRESDEBEELBRFOBRBE L, HL{AET
54 X)) ATRHSO AES - lES & 2 BBICHEBTI L ThoeEZ N5,
B2 1$, Harry *BEDNI-HICBEI NI LE, HEHRLL LTI AL THL 2T
TANBAD VLW E W) R P L, Loz wHETH - 72, FHUSHL T, George #¢
BRICE-> T2 & &, HOMA, RADBIF T RIS W0 B L T 5%, 10D
EE TSR I ZRL LS LEVIEHITAY, BigLA), BrWLob LA
HOMRETH - 72,

George 3 Theo 1385 { LT, FiEi<, FBEEHLLHKETH D, George »FR
BULE, BEMEFLRELIZ E D72, BERIEFELVWERRICHZ T, ELLAQATERET
HWEF2 TNz &%, George I3RN & JICFE-> T\ 3,

I look at my own wife and ask her pardon for having imposed a task so
fraught with pain and danger upon one so gentle. I think of the trial she
endured, and am thankful for them and for that unfailing love and constancy
with which God blessed her and strengthened her to bear them all*®.

F72, George 3B L WAEFBICHZ Twizk &I, RADBY L, BE#T5Z L DEV,
BLEOFILEUREDDH LI L 2MB I LA TELZ & %,George 13RKN L JI2FE-
T3,

I have endured poverty, but scarcely ever found it otherwise than tolerable:
had I not undergone it, I never could have known the kindness of friends, the
delight of gratitude, the surprising joys and consolations which sometimes
accompany the scanty meal and narrow fire, and cheer the long day’s
labour*®.

Z® & 91z Thackeray iZ The Virginians 12 B W08 2 EEN ABBRE, BEL
A2 DR#ICH LI EEE, BETREBODIHEEME, HoANEBROMER 2R
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William Makepeace Thackeray’s The Virginians describes the adventurous lives of
the twins, George and Harry, who sent their contrasting lives and finally were obliged
to fight against each other in the battle of the Independence.

Their mother Rachel managed a large plantation in Virginia. She had the conserva-
tive senses of traditional order and customs of English society. She brought up their
sons very rigidly and they often rebelled against her. The quarrels between the mother
and her sons give an interesting topic to study in the story.

Harry was a prodigal young man. When he stayed in England, he was flattered
because he was considered as an heir to a large estate in Virginia. He was absorbed
in seeking pleasure and gambled away his fortune. His prodigal life shows not only his
own slovenly character but also the insincere manners of the English society.

When George failed to be a writer in London, he suffered from hardships. But he was
helped and encouraged by his wife Theo and his friends. He could find their warm
hearts and the joys and consolations in the poor life. This shows that Thackeray put
stress on the description of the faithful human relationships in the wholesome society.

The story ought to have been dramatic so far as the brothers fought against each
other in the Independence War. George inherited his uncle’s state and fortune in
England, so he engaged himself in the King’s army. But George felt it was wrong to
fight against his brother as well as against his own native land. He retired from the
army and returned to England. No matter how reasonably justified his retirement
might be, it certainly resulted in spoiling the dramatic interest of the story.



