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Leavies of Artemisia princeps (yomogi) were extracted with 50 % aqueous ethanol
solution. Effects of yomogi extract on human cultured cells (OUMS-29) were examined.
Growth of the cells is strongly inhibited by the addition of the extract. Though deformation
of the cells was observed, it was assigned that the inhibition of cell growth was not due to
enhancement of the cell degradation but due to inhibition of the cell division. When yomogi
was treated with heating, inhibitory effect of the extract on cell growth was decreased.
Antioxidant activities of yomogi extract were also examined. Scavenging activity of yomogi
extract for DPPH radical was high and slightly reduced with heat treatment of yomogi.
These results indicate that heat-treated yomogi is an excellent food stuff having a high
antioxidant activity in vitro.

Keywords: Artemisia princes; human cultured cell; cell growth; heat treatment; antioxidant
activity.



