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Nearly half a century ago, Etienne Souriau, a French philosopher, proposed a way
to calculate all possible dramatic situations as a combination of six dramatic func-
tions. It is not known, however, how he obtained the total number of 210141. The
present study is an essay to review the uniqueness of his method compared with his
predecessor Vladimir Propp or with his successors like Greimas, as well as the
authenticity of his calculation.

Despite a mystification of using astrological signs for the six dramatic functions, it
is thought that the “Souriau’s horoscope” is effective in maneuvering the signs symbol-
izing the dramatic process; there remains some problems in visualizing the horoscope,
however, if a proper interpreter between the real works and the horoscope could be
devised, it would lead to a computerized list of all dramatic actions.

Different from a more sophisticated but rigid model of Greimas, the Souriau’s
horoscope affords a flexibility, for the model allows of modification if it is not fitted
to the observable facts.



