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Waterwheels for suppling water into paddyfield have been applied in Japan more
than eight hundred years ago. We can find those yet in many plaées in today’s Japan.
Following the contrivance of users, the style and materizl of waterwheels were
changed to the forms depending on district and also on period. The style of today’s
waterwheel conserves enough with the form. On those varieties, we will be able to find
the characteristic idea of Japanese traditional technology. Therefore, it is much
important to investigate the correlation among the forms of waterwheels in local
places over wide region. In this paper. we report the style, size, materials, etc. for
waterwheels in Shikoku district. Many data have been obtained from the measure-
ments of scale and also from the .interview for several persons at each place.

We find fourty three waterwheels working now. From the relative direction of
canteen at the summit of wheel, which is parallel or perpendicular to the rotation
direction of waterwheel, we can conclude that all observed waterwheels except two the
wheels at Uchiko-cho in Ehime prefecture were transported from somewhere near
Osaka and also Kyoto. Further, we point out that two the waterwheels at Uchiko-cho
are transported from Ohita prefecture in Kyushu district through Setouchi see.



