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Hayami Sotatsu was one of the greatest tea ceremony of the late Tokugawa era. In
Kyoto, he took tea ceremony lessons from Soshitsu, the great master of the Urasenke
school, and learned Confucian ideas at the Itokogido juku established by Jinsai Ito.
Rediscovering the old styles which had been obsolete since Rikyli and Sotan passed
away, Sotatsu created an original style, wrote many books on the tea ceremony, and
established the Hayami school.

In general, still research has been done on early modern tea ceremony masters.
Several schools that still exist, however, there have been few papers written on the
Hayami School, that throw light on its historic masters and its influential followers.

In this paper, in order to present how the school style was handed down from
generation to generation, reviewing the writings owned by Tohoku University Library,
Okayama Prefectural Museum, Konko Library and those remaining in Bizen, Bingo
Bichu areas, I have tried to rediscover not only the four school heads, the creator
Sotatsu Hayami, the second Soyo, the third Soken, and the fourth Sékyu; but also
several influential school followers who lived in such places as Kyoto, Ohmihachiman
and Kawachiyao, and such areas as Bizen, Bichu and Bingo.

As a result, there are four main reasons that explain the present popularity of the
Hyami school in these particular areas and places: (1) Starting from Sotatsu, the first
four heads showed respect to Confucian ideas of Jinsai It6. (2) In Ohmihachiman,
Kawachiyao and Bizen, Bichu and Bingo areas, the school could find its followers
among affluent, influential local commoners in the late Tokugawa era, and among
influential local goverment officals in the Meiji era. (3) From the late Tokugawa era,
the heads visited Bizen, Bichu and Bingo areas every year to give lessons on the tea
ceremony.



