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D’s earlier life and character were clearly built on trust; the search for the
truth in his scholarly work and his passionate faithfulness to his wife,
even after her death. Like Plato’s perfectly just man, D is drawn into
deceit for the best of reasons. . .. ?
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D’s being dug out from under the wreckage of a bombed building near the
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start of his country’s civil war stands as a birth — a birth into pain and
loss, the core realities of a world darkened by treachery and original sin.*
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He is not maladjusted but wholly aware and in Greene’s terms, this
wholeness of life is realised not as a bystander but as an active combatant
in war as struggle and in his willingness to face the consequences.”
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All over the world there were people like himself who didn’t believe in
being corrupted — simply because it made life impossible — as when a
man or woman cannot tell the truth about anything. It wasn’t so much a
question of morality as a question of simply existing. (p. 32)
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D. felt a little envious of him (L) as he stood there in the yard among the
cars — he looked established. Five hundred years of inbreeding had
produced him, set him against an exact background, made him at home,
and at the same time haunted — by the vices of ancestors and the tastes
of the past. (pp. 27—8)
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It was worth killing a civilization to prevent the government of human
being falling into the hands of — he supposed they were called the
civilised. What sort of a world that be? a world full of preserved objects
labelled ‘Not to be touched’: no religious faith, but a lot of Gregorian
chants and picturesque ceremonies. Miraculous images which bled or
waggled their heads on certain days would be preserved for their quaint-
ness: superstition was interesting. There would be excellent libraries, but
no new books. He preferred the distrust, the barbarity, the betryals . . .
even chaos. (p. 30)
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he knows he is working for unscrupulous men, supporting an impure
cause, and performing evil so that good may win out.”
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He said, ‘You've got to choose some line of action and live by it.

Otherwise nothing matters at all. . . . I've chosen certain people who've
had the lean portion for some centuries now. '’
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‘But your people are betrayed all the time.’

‘It doesn’t matter. You might say it’s the only job left for anyone —
sticking to a job. It’s no good taking a moral line. My people commit
atrocities like the others. I suppose if I believed in a god it would be
simpler.’

‘Do you believe,” she said, ‘that your leaders are any better than L.’s ?’

‘No. Of course not. But I still prefer the people they lead — even if they
lead them all wrong.’

“The poor, right or wrong,” she scoffed.

‘It’s no worse — is it? — than my country, right or wrong. You choose
your side once for all — of course, it may be the wrong side. Only history
can tell that.” (p. 67)
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You learned too much in these days before you came of age. His own
people knew death before they could walk — they got used to desire early
— but this savage knowledge, that ought to come slowly, the gradual fruit

of experience. . . . In a happy life the final disillusionment with human
nature coincided with death. Nowadays they seemed to have a whole
lifetime to get through somehow after it. . . . (p 72)
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Fourteen was a dreadfully early age at which to know so much and be so
powerless. [f this was civilisation — the crowded prosperous streets, the
women trooping in for coffee at Buzzard’s, the lady-in-waiting at King
Edward’s court, and the sinking, drowninig child — he preferred barbar-
ity, the bombed streets and the food queues: a child there had nothing
worse to look forward to than death. (p. 56)
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‘What could they do?’ she said. ‘You don’t know things are here. You've
never seen a mining village when all the pits are closed. You've lived in
a revolution — you've had too much cheering and shouting and waving of
flags.” She said, ‘ I've been with my father to one of these places. He was
making a tour — with royalty. There’s no spirit left.” (pp. 170—71)
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‘Oh God!’ she said, ‘don’t pretend. Go on being honest. That't why I love
you — that and my neuroses, father comlexes, and the rest. (p. 174)

INFETHLIZERLREDINCKIIL o556 L, BEED H HIZKE L PN TEEY
HHEAEIRTH B DT 5, il sy [HRPT—FiAELD ] (p.90) v > F
W ) mP THODDO R AL T SEL - XX EFES FREL2PEAbL W, £ L
TD B/ NRETHBIN - BE L TL, (Ao, ALz hwb, LLZAL
TEMEINE, ANEAFEESZLDICE S TLE) Lo ? RAeb b ) —EHD
DX % TR bHnwl o] (p.66) L v, LA LIERIZENETHLD
RHEEL 2L 2 B L T, M1 CTREIL —KHIFIE, DOEEEHLL L ZHD ke
ThbIEEHEBIELN, DFENEBHLLOKRELNEL I ZUCL B ) D &
VO T WD AR Z KR L & 0 L H LW B KD LEMRL (B h - T BH
HKEMY, WahEbL T3 s HTA/#REL 2L ) TH B, ZOBRFLURELD
SENT LRI L 3% - T, FHLAZEZ AT, KEfEIZIBCTYH, =3
)=« Za—3—=DT 8= BT L DAV 213 EFEREIESA I L, VIRZT KA



10 AR M E

DEWICEH L Tnb, TVADSELEN 206, [HUu2A8F 3L T, &
TrIMELATTLN] (P71 EVIZEICLENDTHAL I, WEAFDDOHITEAW L
gLl RCOFMFTE2 LY, FaDiZ T, EEIICIIMADOTEE D 2024l
KL T+ —TRALDORFEELHEL T, LRk E2ET TH A9 D ERICDOEALTCD
3, HANEE 2 HD ML), BEOANEEZ L ) —E—2 L) ET2HIcM% 5
T, b Eca=r T4 AN, BTy A I NEbPRT, ADFES
WABIZLT2L )~ ANDEDHT2F Y - X R —TLDTH b,

v
O—X LW RHTELREHEFTH LB ELHT, DYEMSAICL > TRk Tz A
EETLEV)BANL ANRDOEED—HEZR) KL Z &2 525, DO EARE S
e THI LKL, 7)) —r S nfEfici oG [Sdic et vkt 28R
TH5LDThHhbH, ANHIERIZENIDIIAMOBES E(FHMEE N 2HO Fr - Xk
—TDWIAEDRRNZ L THY), WS 28 C LREFN AR B I8 2 B4
EBURANIZIE, DAEREF TR LIS, ZRERFORTL2AHbAZ XD LHNE
W, b lns T, LT EZIFhVTuoTiE, B SIE2 Az
DEED—EEZWMBIZTDZIEThHE, MErPZTOMHELECILDLIH N2 LA TEL

57, The Confidential Agent 1238 \Tix, DAFDREZH-Tw b,

He had imagined that the suspicion which was the atmosphere of his own
life was due to civil war, but he began to believe that it existed every-
where: it was part of human life. People were united only by their vices;
there was honour among adulterers and thieves. He had been too
absorbed in the old days with his love and with the Berne MS. and the
weekly lecture on Romance Languages to notice it. It was as if the whole
world lay in the shadow of abandonment. Perhaps it was still propped up
by the just men — that was a pity. Better scrap it and begin again with
newts. (p.72)

Dix, ABDMEEEZ 5 2130 WHHEZEE L dvb L, WIEIC A » TZ olit# 83 Ao
RS A2 LZ T BHLLnZ ) LA~ AZDTHE, 299 D EFLEY %M
ZIANENP T —Z, TNVZAFL TN v—T 4 AL THDHH, Ly, #
FDX )L NEDS DR, AW 2 CHEE LT TY, CeICHEL X323y
WEW) DU AEI R EI N TS, T =3 DICkCH T F Y - X T A
NEZEEHRELTWB L) THD,
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The Confidential Agent has many characteristics, such as ‘chase’, ‘betrayal’, ‘guilty
feeling’ and so on in Greene’s Entertainment. In addition to these, by using the
unknown confidential agents ‘D’ and ‘L’, Green avoids to localize their conflicts and
alters political, economical and social problems in a certain country of these agents
into universal problems of the modern world.

In circumstances of very unsteady political and economical system, it is natural that
people should be apt to seek their own interests. People sometimes dare to betray their
friends and country to get them. D never betrayed his people and country in spite of
being offered the bribe to betray. In this paper we want to analyze the essential
sincerity of D’s humanity through his struggle to save his people.



