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The greatest achievement of the French Revolutionary era in the field of scientific
and technical education, and some ways the most significant advance in the whole
history of higher technical education in Europe, was the launching of the Ecole
polytechnique of France.

The main purpose of this school was cultivating the men of talent indispensable to
the accomplishment of the revolution and to building up a new industrial society. The
students had to learn throughly fundamental sciences, such as analysis, geometry,
physics, mechanics and chemistry. After that they were taught applied subjects,
namely descriptive geometry, building of roads and fortifications and laboratory
excercises in chemistry.

The curriculum for applying fundamental sciences to practical use was built up in
this school. It dramatically showed the importance of scientific and technical education
to the industrial development, therefore it became the model of reforming higher
technical education in Europe and in the U.S.A. In thisi paper I tried ot descrive the
process of forming the Ecole polytechnique with examining the policies of the revolu-
tionary governments for restructuring science institutions and education.



