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On the lower deck in the babel of two hundred voices he would forget
himself, and beforehand live in his mind the sea-life of light literature. He
saw himself saving people from sinking ships, cutting away masts in a
hurricane, swimming through a surf with a line; or as a lonely castaway,
barefooted and half naked, walking on uncovered reefs in search of shellfish
to stave off starvation. He confronted savages on tropical shores, quelled
mutinies on the high seas, and in a small boat upon the ocean kept up the
hearts of despairing men——always an example of devotion to duty, and as
unflinching as a hero in a book.?
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There was a fierce purpose in the gale, a furious earnestness in the screech
of the wind, in the brutal tumult of earth and sky, that seemed directed at
him, and made him hold his breath in awe. He stood still. It seemed to him
he was whirled around.®
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The gale had ministered to a heroism as spurious as its own pretence of
terror. He felt angry with the brutal tumult of earth and sky for taking him
unawares and checking unfairly a generous readiness for narrow escapes.
Otherwise he was rather glad he had not gone into the cutter, since a lower
achievement had served the turn. He had enlarged his knowledge more than
those who had done the work. When all men flinched, then——he felt sure
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——he alone would know how to deal with the spurious menace of wind and
seas. He knew what to think of it. Seen dispassionately, it seemed
contemptible.®
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Only once in all that time he had again the glimpse of the earnestness in the
anger of the sea. That truth is not so often made apparent as people might
think. There are many shades in the danger of adventures and gales, and it
is only now and then that there appears on the face of facts a sinister
violence of intention——that indefinable something which forces it upon
the mind and the heart of a man, that this complication of accidents or these
elemental furies are coming at him with a purpose of malice, with a strength
beyond control, with an unbridled cruelty that means to tear out of him his
hope and his fear, the pain of his fatigue and his longing for rest: which
means to smash, to destroy, to annihilate all he had seen, known, loved,
enjoyed, or hated; all that is priceless and necessary——the sunshine, the

memories, the future, which means to sweep the whole precious world

utterly away from his sight by the simple and appalling act of taking his
life.®
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. There was not the thickness of a sheet of paper between the right and
wrong of this affair.””
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“This is a disgrace. We've got all kinds amongst us-———some anointed
scoundrels in the lot; but, hang it, we must preserve professional decency or
we become no better than so many tinkers going about loose. We are
trusted. Do you understand?——trusted! Frankly, I doa’t care a snap for
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all the pilgrims that ever came out of Asia, but a decent man would not have
behaved like this to a full cargo of old rags in bales. We aren’t an organized
body of men, and the only thing that holds us together is just the name for
that kind of decency. Such an affair destroys one’s confidence. A man may
go pretty near through his whole sea-life without any call to show a stiff
upper lip. But when the call comes ... Aha! ... If1...7?
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The sight of that watery-eyed old Jones mopping his bald head with a red
cotton handkerchief, the sorrowing yelp of the dog, the squalor of that
fly-brown cuddy which was the only shrine of his memory, threw a veil of
inexpressibly mean pathos over Brierly’s remembered figure, the posthu-
mous revenge of fate for that belief in his own splendour which had almost
cheated his life of its legitimate terrors. Almost! Perhaps wholly. Who can
tell what flattering view he had induced himself to take of his own

suicide ?1©
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Time had passed indeed: it had overtaken him and gone ahead. It had left
him hopelessly behind with a few poor gifts; the iron-grey hair, the heavy
fatigue of the tanned face, two scars, a pair of tarnished shoulder-straps;'"
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It seemed to me I was being made to comprehend the Inconceivable——and
I know of nothing to compare with the discomfort of such a sensation. I was
made to look at the convention that lurks in all truth and on the essential
sincerity of falsehood. He appealed to all sides at once——to the side
turned perpetually to the light of day, and to that side of us, which like the
other hemisphere of the moon, exists stealthily in perpetual darkness, with
only a fearful ashy light falling at times on the edge. He swayed me. I own
to it, I own up. The occasion was obscure, insignificant-——what you will:
a lost youngster, one in a million——Dbut then he was one of us; an incident
as completely devoid of importance as the flooding of an ant-heap, and yet
the mystery of his attitude got hold of me as though he had been an
individual in the forefront of his kind, as if the obscure truth involved were

momentous enough to affect mankind’s conception of itself . .. .'¥
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Far from offering fixed solutions, Lord Jim’s brilliance is its sustained
critique of the emptiness of conventional institutions, values, and ideals in
a world grown diffuse and obscure in its purpose.'*
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In Lord Jim, therefore, Conrad is exploring the adequacy of literary forms,
indeed of language itself, and engaging in the modernist’s quest for a new
kind of fiction.?®
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Joseph Conrad’s Lord Jim presents a very subtle subject concerned with imagination
and ethics.

The Patna collides with something like a submerged wreck and the sea water comes
into her. The white crew including Jim, hero in this novel, abandons her with 800
pilgrims on believing that she is going to sink at any moment. But she survives. It is
obvious that they committed a sin, but Jim insists to Marlow, narrator, on the inevita-
bility of his act and Marlow, in spite of himself, feels sympathy with Jim neglecting
conventional ethics. I wonder why.

In this survey I want to investigate into an implicit subject behind the explicit one

of sin and atonement.



