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The Tale of Genji was written in the 11th century. It was in the 12th century that the
tale began to be presented in pictures. These pictures are called 'Genjie’ (the pictures
of the Tale of Genji). Since the 12th century many sets of Genjie have been painted. The
earliest set of Genjie is designated as a national treasure called 'Genji Monogatari
Emaki’ (the Picture Scroll of the Tale of Genji).

There is a set of Genjie passed down in the Usahachiman Shrine in Usa city. I name
this set of Genjie 'Usa Genjie’ after the name 'Usa’ of the shrine. I presume that this
set of Genjie was accomplished about the 15th century. But no one has ever studied
these pictures minutely. In this essay I examined each of them, referring to the
contents of the Tale of Genji.

There are twenty pictures preserved in 'Usa Genjie’. I reported the study of the first
eight of them in this essay. These eight pictures depict tne hero Hikaru Genji’s
adolescent life. I intended to clarify the relation between the growth of Genji’s charac-
ter as a man and the urbane life of the aristocracy in the Heian period.



