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The legal right and duty for the renunciation of war
(Article 9) in the Constitution of Japan as a universal
principle of mankind.

Shotaro HAMURA
Faculty of Liberal Arts and Science
Okayama University of Science
Ridai-cho 1 1, Okavama 700 Japan
(Received September 30, 1991)

After observing the Gulf War in January of 1991, [ have formulated some sugges-
tions relating to Article 9 in the Constitution of Japan. This provision renounces war
as a soveriign right of nation, including also the threat or use of military force.

This article deals with declaration of war on foreign countries in accordance with
the Potsdam Declaration in 1945. It doesn’t simply deal with domestic matters but also
outside matters. And it is transnational in character. Without the cooperation of other
countries one nation would be unable to accomplish this purpose.

So I believe that this legal right and duty for the renunciation of war should be
enforced as per this article 9 after we make it an international agreement ratified by
the United Nations and by foreign countries in oredr to give it legal force and support

our purpose and security in the world.



