On It’s a Battlefield
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.... It was gentlefolk who had broken in with the laws they had
made themselves, earning the fees they had fixed themselves, hundreds
of pounds going into their pockets while the trial went on. A death
for a death — the law demanded this, but the law had not been
made by Jim or Mrs Coney; again, it would be the politicians and
the lawyers who knew nothing about the man they saved and cared

less.”
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Ingenuity but not passion; the counsel nodded and becked and ex-
changed compliments; once they became a little acrid over Rex v.
Hindle, but afterwards in the corridor Conrad Drover saw them arm
in arm going off to lunch. ‘Of course I hadn’t a chance.” ‘You did

splendidly. 1 could see the solicitors were impressed.’
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I think that in the ’thirties one couldn’t help being aware of what
was going on, much more so than in the ’fifties and ’sixties or per-
haps even during this last decade. One felt war quite obviously loom-
ing in Germany with the sinister prospects taking shape there. In
England there were hunger marches, thousands of people were out of
work. Fascism appeared with Mosley. When the blackshirts paraded,
the police were there — to protect them. They tended to lay into
the counter-demonstrators, which boded no good. You can find this
atmospere in It’s a Battlefield.”
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A Journalist was supposed to understand the working of the world,
but Conder had spent his life in learning the incomprehensibility of
those who judged and pardoned, rewarded and punished. The world,
he thought,.., was run by the whims of a few men, the whims
of a politician, a journalist, a bishop and a policeman. They hanged
this man and pardoned that; one embezzler was in prison, but other
men of the same kind were sent to Parliament. Conder, the revolution-
ary, became a little flushed with the injusticeof it but he knew well
enough that it was not systematic enough to be called injustice.”
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Her happiness had always been shot through with touches of malice.
Her husband contented with his job and his pay had been the Com-
munist; not Milly, contented with nothing but his love, suspicious of
the whole world outside. She had never believed that they would
beleft alone to enjoy each other. Her malice had been a form of

defence, an appeal to other people to ‘leave us alone.”®
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painted face, whose beauty he could recognise more easily than other
men because it had so often pitiably grimaced at him from the interior
of Eastern shrines; ....She trailed about in odd timeless garments;
always she gave the impression of being dressed consciously for a
monument in a manner which might not seem ridicuous when the fash-
ions changed.” ...: how can so cynical, so clear-sighted a woman
bemuse herself with incense, Indian idols (there were several in the

spare bedrooms), ikons (there was one on the staircase), pictures of

the Virgin (they were everywhere) 7
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“ _...The truth is, nobody cares about anything but his own troubles.
Everybody’s too busy fighting his own little battle to think of

the, the next man....”"
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In our society, there is a main strength of rectifiable ability or social justice
based on morality and ethics which comes to play to lead a society to the right-
eous way, even if we can find out many small strengths of injustice or unfairnes
severywhere in our society.

Every member of the society, especially high official persons who lead the nati-
on, and such organizations as a court of justice must effort to obey and keep
the social justice. If leading persons and such organizations commit ortolerate
injustice or unfairness, then their acts will result in jeopardizing the social jus-
tice and yielding uneasiness and disbelief among the nation.

In this thesis | want to analyze what effect the society lost its social justice

has on individual persons.



