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In the first half of the volume 15 of the “ Man yoshu” are found the 145 wakas
composed by some envoys to Silla. Those wakas had not attracted anyones atten-
tion even in the Edo era, and early in the 20th century. Litt. Dr. Tsutai Inoue
presented the results of his study, the gist of which was as follows.

“ Those wakas were recorded by one of those envoys who were sent to Silla, and
1t can safely be assumed that the anonymous wakas were composed by that person,
whose name is unfortunately unknown. ’

Since then many scholars have argued about who the composer was and who the
recorder was, and now some new facts have been gradually disclosed. And yet there
remains 103 wakas which have not been explained in any way. So | have made some

inquiry into these 103 wakas in this treatise.



