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The trend of masscomunication and public awareness is shaken

by the Beat Takeshi Incident

Hiroyuki KOBAYASHI

Faculty of Liberal Avts and Science,
Okayama University of Science,
Ridai-cho 1-1, Okayama, 700, JAPAN
(Received September 30,1987)

Beat Takeshi, the popular public entertainer, along with his eleven troupe, charged

’

into the editorial office of the weekly photo magazine “ Friday ”, where they proceeded
to physically attack five members of the staff. Subsequently they were arrested. This
incident became a major focal point for the media and the population throughout Japan.

The print and televised media which reported on the incident were polarized into two
camps. One decided the excessive coverage of the event, while the other strongly
criticized the excessive use of violence used by Beat Takeshi and his troupe. As for the
public, they almost daily switched sides on the issue.

I would like to think of the probem, “ Report and human right” and “ Freedom of
speech and privacy” by following up the progress and the trend of public awarenss

toward the “ Takeshi Incident ”.



