“Guzman, Go Home” (CD(VT

——Guzman’s fantasy—-
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"....Ah, England, no German car would be such a bad boy after

three months. This Volkswagen I have had two years, and not a nut
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and bolt has slipped out of place. 1 never boast about myself, but
the Volkswagen 1s a good car, that my rational human being can trust.

It is made with intelligence.?
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We were patriotic, England, and radical as well. Ah !
[t is good when all the people go forward together. 1 know many
artists who thought that anarchism was not enough to cure the griefs
of the globe as they swung into black shirts. Children do not like
the dark when they go to bed, and what can blame them ? Someone
has to build a fire and put on lights .... It was a proud and noble
time when loneliness was forgotten.
....... I was getting at last some look-on at my work, as well
as finding the contentment of knowing a leader who pointed to me the
fact that [ was different from those people 1 had been through on

my travels.®
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. I was carried along like this conac cork, floating down a big
river. 1 couldn’t swim out of it, and in any case the river was so
strong that 1 liked it, I liked being in it, strong river, because
I was as light as a cork, and it would never carry me under. He ...

he made us as light as a cork, England ....%
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‘l should not have killed those people. 1 sat down to eat.
They were hungry in the snow, and 1 could not stop myself. 1
could not tolerate the way they stood and looked, people who couldn’t
work because they had no food to take into them. They kept looking,
England, they kept looking. 1 thought: their life is agony. 1
will end it. If 1 feed them Christmas food for three months they
will never be strong again. [ wanted to help them out of their life
and suffering, to get them peace, so that they would be no more cold

and hungry. I fired my gun ....1®
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‘Rational and intelligent ! Everybody is being rational and

intelligent. What beautiful words
LAY

but they have to be kept in a
case and admired, ..
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Only blood and the ploughing of bombardment kept the land becom-
ing desert, was all the justification he could find.'
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“War is and always has been mainly an expression of timeless
atavism” ....“the boils in man’s nature feeling the occasional neces-
sity of suppuration.” ¥

“It is also nature’s way of filling the empty sack-bag of men’s
ideals; it puts a machine-gun into their hands when a theory has been

pushed to the limits of their intelligence. '
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Sillitoe: 1t depends on the terms of the fight. When 1 say
there are two losers in the conflict, | mean that both participants

in a conflict lose not only their moral qualities. which make them

better human being, but they lose materially. They have to spend

certain resources——which they can ill afford, in any case in a

conflict which, in the end, is rather useless. !*
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‘It 1s not possible 1 stay here, because the people have turned.
Maybe the Jew told something before he went away, but a man
stopped me in one of the alley-streets and said: “Guzman, get out, go

home.” ... this 1s my home. No one understands, that [ am wanting

to be solitary, to have peace, to labour all right ...." "
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The disclosure of real social contradictions enables Sillitoe's
readers to become more conscious of the society in which they live,
to develop a firmer grasp over the movement of society. He wants
to enlighten his readers to the problems of English society and in-

still in them a critical attitude towards the world in which they

live. ¥
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‘..., you are lucky. So far you don’t know what it is to belong
to a nation that has taken the extreme lanes, but you will, you will.
. Up till now your country has been lucky, ours has been unlucky.

We had no luck, none at all. We are rational, intelligent, strong,
y 19)

but unlucky ....
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. He (i.e. Hitler) is truly a great man who can make the
different generations understand each other, a dictator maybe, but

great, still a genius ....’' %"

¢

For most people happiness is letting them follow the habits
their fathers developed. But he changed all that, that’s why we
loved him, drilled truths into us that we didn’'t need to live by habit.
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That would be worse than death—because death is at least something
positive.” ?

‘ Spain | know exceedingly well.  This beautiful land we
saved from Bolshevism - ...." %

‘.... My two sons are in the communist party. As if that was why I
fought, used in my body and soul the most terrible energies for one

large Germany ....' %
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. My home was in East Prussia: but the Soviets took the
family land. They enslaved and murdered my fellow countryman.
England, don’t laugh. You say they should keep the Berlin Wall
there for ever ? Ah, you don’t know what you are saying. [ can see
that my misfortune makes you glad. 1 was not there, of course, but
I know what the Soviets did. My wife was killed in one of their

bombardments. ¥
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. You are fed up with politics, you say, and want to leave
them all behind ? 1 don’t blame you. You are wisdom himself, be-
cause politics can make peril for a man’s life, especially if he is
an artist. It is good to do nothing but paint, and good that you
should not linger among this country. Why does an artist sit at
politics ? He is not used to it, tries his hand, and then all 1s

explosioned in him ....’ %
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“Sillitoe’s point 1s unmistakable: our personal confusions may
be mitigated by any ‘system of social life’ that comes to ‘involve us

)

deeply,” but there are hideous systems and involvements as well as

humane one. Through his art, Sillitoe asks us to make a choice. %’
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Sillitoe: Well, maybe we do lead tragic lives in that death is
the end of every life. On the other hand there are conflicts and
conflicts. There are conflicts which are wasteful of human resources
and then there are creative conflicts, which is somehow bringing it up

to another sort of level

which enables you, in fact, to create a

better life. Your fighting is on a different level .... 2"
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Fantasy is what you strive to bring about against reason and
sense. Leave it alone. Call it fantasy if you like, but enjoy 1t
in dreams .... Fantasy works against you, chops across the grain of
your true personality like an axe. Only if it ultimately destroys

you is it worth while. #
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‘That crazy Nazi,” he thought, ‘can’t even mend a bloody car.” *
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Rationality is one of the most important qualities that make man a human
being, therefore a human being, under any circumstances, must behave rationally
and intellectually.

The speaker, Guzman, of “Guzman, Go Home” also believes himself
rational and intellectual. In spite of his rational and intellectual behav-
ior when he faced miserable Jews trembling in the cold and suffering from
hunger, he now lives the life of a suspected war criminal. He insists the
cause of his misery is due to his rationality and intellectuality.

In this paper | want to analize whether he 1s ratinal and intellectual as

he insists or not.



