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ON “SENKEI”

the true Poem written by Ryokan

Michiya KURODA

Department of General Eduction
Okayama University of Science
1-1, Ridai-cho, Okayama-shi, Japan. 700

(Received September 20, 1983)

This poem had been kept a secret for a long time. There was a copy written
by Juntei Susuki. In this copy there were some few words unable to understand.
At the present age that true poem written by Ryokan belonged to the late Mr.
Tomidokoro about fifteen years ago. Before I had a chance to read it, it had dis-
appeared from our view.

Quite recently, I could appreciate the true poem written by Ryokan, that is to
say, “SENKEI” by courtesy of Dr. Tomita. Dr. Tomita, he said, got it fifteen
years ago.

When Ryokan wrote this poem, I think, he was seventy or thereabout by his

handwriting.



