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To begin with I wish to disclaim the possession of those high gifts of
imagination and expression which would have enabled my pen to create for
the reader the personality of the man who called himself, after the Russian
custom, Cyril son of Isidor—Kirylo Sidorovitch—Razumov ...

Even to invent the mere bald facts of his life would have been utterly
beyond my powers. But I think that without this declaration the readers of
these pages will be able to detect in the story the marks of documentary
evidence. And that is perfectly correct. It is based on a document; all I have
brought to it is my knowledge of the Russian language, which is sufficient for

what is attempted here.®
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The psychological developments leading to Razumov’s betrayal of Haldin,
to his confession of the facts to his wife and to the death of these people (brought
about mainly by the resemblance of their child to the late Haldin), form the

real subject of the story.?
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This pitiful fate of a country held by an evil spell, suffering from an awful
visitation for which the responsibility cannot be traced either to her sins or her
follies, has made Russia as a nation so difficult to understand by Europe. From
the very first ghastly dawn of her existence as a State she had to breathe the
atmosphere of despotism ; she found nothing but the arbitrary will of an obscure
autocrat at the beginning and end of her organisation. Here arises her im-

penetrability to whatever is true in Western thought. Western thought, when
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it crosses her frontier, falls under the spell of her autocracy and becomes a

noxious parody of itself.®
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The obligation of absolute fairness was imposed on me historically and
hereditarily, by the peculiar experience of race and family, in addition to my
primary conviction that truth alone is the justification of any fiction which
makes the least claim to the quality of art or may hope to take its place in
the culture of men and women of its time. I had never been called before to
a greater effort of detachment: detachment from all passions, prejudices and

even from personal memories.s
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I felt profoundly my European remoteness, and said nothing, but I made

up my mind to play my part of helpless spectator to the end.”
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The inception of “The Secret Agent” followed immediately on a two years’
period of intense absorption in the task of writing that remote novel, “Nostromo,”
with its far off Latin-American atmosphere ; and the profoundly personal “Mirror
of the Sea.” The first an intense creative effort on what I suppose will always
remain my largest canvas, the second an unreserved attempt to unveil for a
moment the profounder intimacies of the sea and the formative influences of
nearly half my life-time. It was a period, too, in which my sense of the truth
of things was attended by a very intense imaginative and emotional readiness
which, all genuine and faithful to facts as it was, yet made me feel (the task
once done) as if I were left behind, aimless amongst mere husks of sensations

and lost in a world of other, of inferior, values.”
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Conrad’s “Under Western Eyes” is a very interesting novel for those who study
his works because it touches his gloomy past in Poland oppressed by Russia. The
only defect of the work seems to be its narrator. Conrad introduced him only in
form and he himself narrates instead of the narrator. I[n this brief survey I tried
to present the answer to why Conrad introduced the incompetent narrator at all.



