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If only ‘them’ and ‘us’ had the same ideas we'd get on like a house on fire, but
they don’t see eye to eye with us and we don’t see eye to eye with them, so that’s
how it stands and how it will always stand. The one fact is that all of us are

cunning, and because of this there’s no love lost between us.”
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At the moment it’s dead blokes like him as have the whip-hand over blokes like
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me, and I'm almost dead sure it’ll always be like that, but even so, by Christ, I'd
rather be like I am—always on the run and breaking into shops for a packet of
fags and a jar of jam—than have the whip-hand over somebody else and be dead
from the toenails up. Maybe as soon as you get the whip-hand over somebody

you do go dead.?
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And all this is another upper cut I'm getting in first at people like the governor,
to show how ......... , how in the end the governor is going to be doomed while
blokes like me will take the pickings of his roasted bones and dance like maniacs

around his Borstal’s ruins.®
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The first thing I stole was at infants school when I was five. They gave us
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cardboard coins to play with, pennies, shillings, halfcrowns, stiff and almost hard
to bend, that we were supposed to exchange for bricks and pieces of chalk. This
lesson was called Buying and Selling. Even at the time I remember feeling that
there was something mnot right about the game, yet only pouting and playing it

badly because I wasn’t old enough to realize what it was.®
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I gave her half the stamps and she handed me half the money—which came to
twenty quid apiece. We homed our way the couple of miles back, sticking one or
two stamps (upside down) on each of the corners turned. “I don’t write letters,”
I laughed. It was a loony action, but I have to do something insane on every job,
otherwise there’s no chance of getting caught, and if there’s no chance of getting

caught, there’s no chance of getting away.”

CRBESRBIANTEH » T, [RAAA] X o CHa AR 75T ) DR H Ie
CERDTHED, EMbRAIAD b—=— UL [ARYiefilhn] c@ReniiL, A
HEREELTESLOLNTERNDTH D, WER [ LHOKE HIEOBI OF AL
Feh— e — bR [RIAIIAF] DEARY a2 V2T DX EFEZERTH
i, o L HBRIICHSERSITL, & EHIN, SHITEICE - T [ANan] ic
ST E72TH LI A, D TRYKfIr] OARHEIML, ERT LR, T
BB 7\ AME DR B A R RBEI Z I ) b IEE L TW DD TH Do £ LT, W
OB BRI, [ARYAM] R B2 M4 L v 5 BREMEEAEED



TER#EZOMM] 20T 5

REWEFEELDTH D, HHECE > TREELH LKL ¢ & RY it 52—
DRPLTH O, HAIETED LEERUMUENDRIEFEHTOEELZREDTH D,

WHEEF O HRTEE TN BHANCESF L L E2TRLTWLIRETTH -
T, AR AP MR & X TWBR TRV, RMZMAOHBEAEEI N,
JEH MEFERMDEHATHWDLDTH 5,

What I'd like, believe it or not, is to live in a country where I didn’t like thiev-
ing and where I didn’t want to thieve, a place where everybody felt the same way
because they all had only the same as everyone—even :f it wasn’t much. Jail is
a place like this, though it’s not the one I'd find agreeable because you aren’t free
there. The place that fills my mind would be the same as in jail because every-
body would have the same, but being free as well they wouldn’t want to nick what

bit each had got. I don’t know what sort of system that would be called.®
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It (i.e. the Borstal Blue Ribbon Prize Cup For Long-Distance Cross-Country Run-
ning) don’t mean a bloody thing to me, only to him, and it means as much to him
as it would mean to me if I picked up the racing paper and put my bet on a hoss
I didn’t know, had never seen, and didn’t care a sod if I ever did see. That’s what
it means to him. And I'll lose that race, because I'm not a race horse at all ......
I’'m a human being and I've got thoughts and secrets and bloody life inside me

that he doesn’t know is there,...?

Because another thing people like the governor will never understands is that [
am honest, that I've never been anything else but honest, and that I'll always he
honest. ...... But it’s true becausce I know what honest means according to me and

he only knows what it means according to him.®»
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Cunning is what counts in this life, and even that you've got to use in the slyest
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way you can; ... ?
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But they never dreamed that what happened was going to happen, just like the
governor of this Borstal who spouts to us about honesty and all that wappy stuff
don’t know a bloody thing, while I know every minute of my life that a big boot
is always likely to smash any nice picnic I might be barmy and dishonest enough

to make for myself,!1®
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You should think about nobody and go your own way, not on a course marked
out for you by people holding mugs of water and hottles of iodine in case you fall
and cut yourself so that they can pick you up—even if you want to stay where

you are—and get you moving again.!?
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As for me, the only time I'll hit that clothes-line will be when I'm dead and a
comfortable coffin’s been got ready on the other side. Until then I'm a long-distance

runner, crossing country all on my own no matter how bad it feels.'®
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The Loneliness of the Long-distance Runner consists of two stories, the one is on an
actual theft and the other on a long-distance race.

The actual theft done by Smith is thought as an action which appeals to the
public at large that his theft is the same one as a theft the capitalists do. Without
heing noticed they unfairly steal profit from labor by making labor work at very low
wage, or they deprive of the way of living by firing labor out on their convenience.
But theft is theft, whatever way they may take. Smith wants to appeal this truth.

The long-distance race is the allegorical or metaphorical explanation for such
capitalists’ exploitations.

In this thesis, we narrow points down to the theft and the long-distance race

and want to analvze Smith’s opinions on the society.



