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Flocking, chirping, and territoriality of the Daurian Redstart (Phoenicurus auroreus Pallas)

recorded in the non-breeding autumn on the Inujima Island, Okayama, southwestern Japan

Ryoma MURAKAMI'

Abstract: The Daurian Redstart (Phoenicurus auroreus Pallas) is a winter bird in Japan. Both male

and female are known to be solitary and show territoriality while in the wintering season. In Octo-

ber 2014 (non-breeding season), however, both male and female were observed to flock and show

chirping and territorial behavior on the Inujima Island in Okayama City, southwestern Japan. Such

behavior patterns in the autumn, here reported, possibly occur only on small islands, and have not

been reported from anywhere else in Japan. Their behavior patterns observed on Inujima indicate that

this bird species is not always solitary-living.
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