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Practice of nature experience activities incorporating canoe training at the newly established

Faculty of Education, Okayama University of Science

Hiroyuki YAMASHITA', Ken OHTA’, Taro MATSUO’, Tomomi MASAKI’, and Naoki NISHIMURA®

Abstract: Following the establishment of the Faculty of Education in Okayama University of

Science in 2016, subject“Inquiry Activity IIA”, which aims at incorporation of learning in nature

experiences, was opened in the freshman courses. Its contents focused on canoe training held at

Myojo Weir in the Asahikawa River in Okayama City in September 2016. Analysis of the change

in students' consciousness based on the questionnaire surveys collected before and after the training

showed that this practice improved their motivation and relationships with mates. In the future,

lessons in the course will be improved to achieve further educational effects.
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