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Distribution of stag beetles in Okayama Prefecture, Japan

Yuichiro HAMATANI' and Keiji NAKAMURA”

Abstract: Stag beetles are common insects that are often reared as pets in Japan. However, both their

species divesity and genetic diversity are affected by factors such as the degradation of secondary

forest and the hybridization between the exotic and the native beetles. Here, we studied the distribu-

tion of 9 species of stag beetles in Okayama Prefecture, Japan. Dorcus binervis, D. rectus, D. titanus,

Lucanus maculifemoratus, and Prosopocoilus inclinatus were widely distributed in the prefecture.

Aegus laevicollis and D. hopei were also collected in many municipalities, though found only in

limited places. D. montivagus and D. rubrofemoratus are distributed mainly in northern part of the

prefecture; the distribution of the former species was found to be very patchy.
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