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Outline of “Field observation practice” focused on experience and its educational effects
in Faculty of Education, Okayama University of Science

Hiroyuki YAMASHITA', Ken OHTA’, and Naoki NISHIMURA®

Abstract: The first trial of “Field observation practice” was carried out as a subject for the 3rd year
(junior) students in Department of Primary Education, Faculty of Education, Okayama University of
Science. In the course of study guidelines, the contents of learning at elementary schools includes
measurement of water flow rate and observation of geological strata. However, only 7.1% of the stu-
dents who took this classes experienced in either. Therefore we prepared a program that emphasizes
the students’ experience in immersing in the river and touching the strata, taking into account their
lack of experiences. The students measured water flow velocity in two way , using (1) a float and (2)
an electromagnetic current meter, at several points from upstream to downstream of the Asahigawa
River in Okayama Prefecture. The geological strata formed in a prehistoric lake was observed, too.
After discussing the geological history of the Asahigawa, the participant students appreciated the

field observation practice highly.
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