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From the founding of Japanese public educational system at the Meiji era, parents have been supposed
to send their children to the school which municipal school boards designated. But for the last ten years a
lot of economic circles and government councils, been pushed by the tide requiring administrative reform,
have repeatedly proposed that parents should be given the right to select one of public schools for their
children. So a lot of municipalities carried out the reformation of their school district systems. And this
trend seems to grow larger in these days.

In this article, [ put in order the process of discussions at the governmental-level in the first place.
Next I considered both social and educational context of the argument that parents should be sanctioned to
choose the best public school for their kids. And finally I took up the four typical cases of school choice
systems being put into practice at some municipalities and pointed out this system’s merits and demerits for
us.



